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Searching for Democracy—
Nigerian journalist and USF student returns home to shape reform

Niran Patrick Malaolu
photos Candace K. Clarke

fined souls/To a silent, cold
by Candace K. Clarke
wall.
Assistant News Editor
The words of a man
Graffiti! Graffiti!!/History written in stacca- unjustly imprisoned in
to/Thoughts of burdened Nigeria, caught up in a
minds/Expressions of con- politically worn-down sys-

tem of dictatorship and cor
ruption, wrote more than
60 poems that reflected his
isolation, anger and belief
that "death was on the
way."

It was Niran Patrick
Malaolu’s words, express
ing dissatisfaction with the
system that had caused him
to be sentenced for treason
in 1997.
A husband and father
of three, the Nigerian
native now steps into a new
role, from being once con
sidered an enemy of the
government, to having a
hand in shaping Nigerian
policies. Prepared to take
the lead as the newly
appointed commissioner of
information and strategy
for the state of Ogun in
Nigeria, the veteran jour
nalist holds on to a stead
fast hope for a new begin
ning.
Malaolu, 43, has an
optimism that , remains
intact, strengthened by his
religious faith, as well as a
new era that has emerged in
the West African nation of

his birth.
Malaolu was recently
here to take a weeklong
course at the Poynter
Institute in St. Petersburg,
an education hub for aspir
ing and veteran journalists
alike.
The
seminar,
"Finding Your Voice,"
addressed how to write
appealing
journalistic
piece. Malaolu was particu
larly interested in learning
the American audience.
A continuing Uni
versity of South Florida
graduate student in journal
ism studies at the St.
Petersburg campus, Mal
aolu has come to realize
that, "Every culture and
society has two different
approaches when it comes
to news."
The Early Years

Malaolu was bom in
the city of Abeoukuta,
Ogun. Learning early on

from the Bible, Malaolu
found himself especially
captured by a particular
passage - John 3:16: "For
God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten
son..."
"When I started grow
ing up, I began to think
about the statement - the
power in the statement, the
logic in the statement,"
Malaolu recalls. "I began to
get interested in words, in
literature..."
Encouraged to become
a journalist, and having
studied at a collegiate level,
Malaolu involved himself
with several Nigerian
newspapers beginning in
1983, The Punch, Vanguarde Newspapers, and
The Diet, all located in the
former capital city of
Lagos. "Somewhere along
the line, I began to see the
need of how to use joumal-

ism to spread the change in
my society," Malaolu said.
"We were living in a
different kind of society,"
Malaolu says, "whereby
the masses were not that
enlightened, and we were
living in a dictatorial type
of government. We were
subjected to military rule."
Growing unrest

Nigeria holds about
160 million people and is
as one of the most populous
black countries in the
world. Although one of the
12th largest exporters of
crude oil, it is estimated
that nearly 45 percent of
Nigerians live below the
poverty line; most are
dependent on agriculture
for their livelihood.
It is a country with a
tumultuous history, one
marred by civil unrest and a
political tug-of-war. On
Oct. 2, 1960, Nigeria

became independent from
England, but after six years
of democracy, military
rulers took over.
In June 1993, a nation
al election placed Chief
Moshood K.O. Abiola into
leadership - one that was in
name
only,
however.
Commanding a dictatorial
rule, the military regime,
headed by General Ibrahim
Babangida stepped into the
presidency, "taunting the
aspirations of Nigerians by
not giving power to this
man," Malaolu said.
Abiola, the man that so
many Nigerians had placed
their hopes on, would even
tually be accused of treason
and jailed the following
year.
In a political impasse,
another military leader,
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Companies to Commemorate Sept. 11
St. Pete Among Six Front Porch
— ——
—
Communities Recognized by Gov. Bush with Day of Service
Bush also introduces Patricia West as the new director of Front Porch Florida
levels while creating new
visions," Bush said. "These
communities have come
together, bringing back the
community involvement
that existed when neigh
bors sat on their front
porches and took pride in
their neighborhood."
The six communities
recognized were:
• St. Petersburg’s
Greater South Central
Neighborhood
Alison Hewitt is the
• Opa-Locka Front
outgoing director of
Porch
Community
Front Porch.
• West Palm Beach
TAMPA, Fla. - Gov. Front Porch Community
Jeb Bush congratulated the
• Tallahassee’s Greater
first six Front Porch Frenchtown Front Porch
Florida communities that Community
have reached their commu
• Fort Lauderdale’s
nity revitalization goals Dorsey-Riverbend
and graduated from the Neighborhood
program during an awards
• Greater Pensacola
program in Tampa last Front Porch Community
week.
Bush also announced
During the program, the Family Building Better
Bush, also introduced Readers program to the
Patricia West as the new Front Porch Communities.
director of Front Porch Family Building Better
Florida and re-affirmed his Readers workshops will
commitment to rebuilding begin this month for the
the state’s 20 Front Porch Front Porch communities
Florida Communities.
in Orange and Seminole
"I am proud of these counties. Each participant
first six communities grad- will receive a toolkit with
hating from the Front books and resources to help
Porch Florida program. them help their children
These communities devel build better reading skills.
oped partnerships and the
"This summer we held
foundation to be independ six workshops and taught
ent organizations ready to 1,500 parents how to teach
take current projects to new

their third-grade children to
read. Reading begins at
home and parents are a
child’s
first
teacher.
Developing reading skills
and the love for reading is
the bedrock for helping our
children become life-long
learners," Bush said.
Bush took time from
the program to announce
the appointment of Patricia
West as the new director of
Front Porch Florida.
West, a graduate of the
University of Florida
College of Law, was presi
dent of Oasis Management
and Consulting Group in
Gainesville. She also was
president and founder of
Oasis Enrichment Aca
demy Charter School and
served as the community
liaison for the Gainesville
Duval Area Front Porch.
Florida Community.
"We are proud to rec
ognize our Front Porch
Communities
located
around the state," said out
going Front Porch Director
Allison Hewitt. "These

communities have worked
hard to overcome their
unique challenges and are
very committed to trans
forming their neighbor
hoods into shining exam
ples of urban renewal."
Front Porch Florida
advances an urban policy
that will release the power
of local communities in
Florida's urban cores to
rebuild their neighbor
hoods through a redevelop
ment process that is neigh
borhood-driven,
assetbased and focused on com
munity relationships.
The program employs
a comprehensive approach,
empowering urban core
residents to define and
develop solutions to their
problems, particularly in
the areas of higher quality
education,
economic
growth and environmental
preservation.
For more information
about Front Porch Florida,
visit the Front Porch
Florida
website
at
www.myflorida.com.

Have You Signed Up For
Choice?
Get The Details On Page 5.
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lbv Jennifer Friedlin
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP) Douglas Bowen did not
lose any co-workers on
Sept. 11, 2001, but he
wanted his company to
find a way to honor the
3,000 people who died.
Bowen, a managing
director of ING Clarion
Partners, persuaded his

New York real-estate man
agement company to mark
the second anniversary of
the attacks by holding
blood drives across the
country.
Dozens of companies,
large and small, are
encouraging employees to
spend this Sept. 11 doing
good deeds - from writing
letters to soldiers in Iraq to

22nd Street S. Festival
Serves up Seafood,
Jazz-----------------------------by Buddy Baker
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Itching for some crab? Got
a jumbo appetite for some
shrimp? You may be able
to satisfy your cravings for
all kinds of marine fare
Friday at a seafood festival
on 22nd Street South.
Sponsored by the 22nd
Street Main Street associa
tion, the festival will be
from 5-8 p.m. between
Ninth and 11th avenues.
Admission is free, but food
and merchandise are for
sale.
Main Street Manager
Angela Berthelot said
Atwater’s
Cafeteria,
Lorene’s, McCall’s, and
Sno-Peak are among the
restaurants that will be
serving their specialties.
Vendors participating in
the festival had grown
beyond initial expectations
to the point that 22nd
Street may be blocked to
traffic.
Entertainment will be
provided by A1 Williams
and his jazz band, The
Versatiles. Williams is
encouraging jazz musi
cians in the area to come
down for an all-day jam
session.
The festival also is a

celebration of sorts for the
22nd Street Redevelop
ment Corp. The non-profit
group was recertified in
August as a National Main
Street Project. The evalua
tion was a "key achieve
ment" for the 22nd Street
RDC, President Parisrice
Robinson said in making
the announcement Aug. 19.
"It means that we are
successfully laying the
foundation necessary to
help facilitate continued
reinvestment in a part of
our community long rich in
African American history
and culture," Robinson
said.
In November, the 22nd
Street RDC will participate
in a statewide Main
Street conference. Hosted
by the Grand Central Main
Street Association, the
three-day conference will
include a tour of the 22nd
Street Main Street district
as well as midtown St.
Petersburg.
The opening reception
will be held at the St.
Petersburg Clay Company,
just north of the 22nd
Street revitalization dis
trict. The business is locat
ed in the former Seaboard
Railway Station.

Peppercorn. This Sept. 11,
about 100 Peppercorn
staffers in New York and
San Francisco will write
letters to American !>oldiers
as part of a company proj
ect
called
Operation
Appreciation.
"It's a day of personal
reflection," said Brendan
Mullin, a senior account
executive at Peppercorn.
Marc Maltz, a manag
ing partner at Triad
Consulting Group, a New
York-based firm, said
organized volunteer pro
grams are an excellent way
of enabling people to deal
with what happened by
doing something meaning
ful. Triad has advised com
panies on ways to com
memorate the tragedy.
A number of compa
nies are independently
marking the anniversary by
supporting local charities.
Bloomberg LP and
Oppenheimer Funds will
provide money to City
Meals-on-Wheels to help
cover the cost of a week
end's worth of food deliv
eries for the homebound
elderly. Employees will
also deliver the meals.
Ogilvy New York, the
marketing and communica
tions company, permanent
ly moved its annual day of
service from the December
holiday season to Sept. 11.

Service
continued on pg. 5
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delivering food to the eld
erly.
Some hope the tradi
tion will continue for years
to come.
One Day's Pay, a non
profit organization, wants
to establish Sept. 11 as a
national day of volunteer
service. Founded by people
directly and indirectly
affected by the attacks, the
organization helps compa
nies plan volunteer activi
ties in honor of those who
died.
"A big reason we start
ed this initiative is we don't
want the memory to be
lost," said David Paine, a
co-founder and president
of One Day's Pay. "We
were looking for some
thing we thought we could
do to pay tribute on a last
ing basis."
Paine said he believes
many Americans feel the
same way. Last year, One
Day's Pay conducted a sur
vey showing more than 70
percent of employees
wanted to observe Sept. 11
in some way, but only 39
percent of employers were
doing anything. And in
many cases "doing some
thing" meant observing a
moment of silence, Paine
said.
So far, more than 100
companies have signed on
to One Day's Pay's mis
sion, among them the pub
lic
relations
firm

Women's World........................................................... 16
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Democrats,
Republicans Accuse
Each Other of Playing
Race in Politics---------bv Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press Writer
Is "liberal" the trendiest racial code word in
Mississippi politics? Or, is
it an apt description of can
didates' stance on issues?
How much does it mat
ter if a candidate is black or
white?
Democratic and Re
publican leaders are accus
ing each Other of taking the
low road on race this elec
tion season, when Missis-;
sippi has its most diverse
slate ever of nominees for
statewide offices.
For the first time, two
women are the major party
candidates for a top job, as
Lt. Gov. Amy Tuck, a for
mer Democrat who swit
ched to the Republican
Party last year, is being
challenged by Democratic
state Sen. Barbara Black
mon.
Also for the first time,

black candidates won com
petitive statewide primar
ies. Blackmon defeated two
men - one white, one black
- in the lieutenant gover
nor's primary. Former state
fiscal officer Gary An
derson defeated a white
man and a black woman to
become the Democratic
nominee for treasurer.
Mississippi Republican
Party Chairman Jim Her
ring of Canton said former
Supreme Court Justice Jim
Roberts ran for lieutenant
governor as a conservative
Democrat but "could not
get the nomination against
the liberal Barbara Black
mon."
"In the second primary
election that was held
recently in the treasurer's
race, a conservative Demo
crat, Rob Smith, was de
feated by ... the more liber
al Democrat, Gary Ander
son," Herring said.

From the desk of The Weekly Challenger
Be in Control of Your Own Destiny
In pursuit of the Amer
ican dream, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper was
founded over 37 years ago
with a desire to reach the
African-American com
munity, covering news rel
evant to that sector. In
1967, Mr. Cleveland John
son took on the role of The
Challenger’s
Publisher,
working to make his dream
a reality - and he did it.
Maintaining
that
"Dreams Do Come True,"
Mr. Johnson recognized a
void, knowing the necessi
ty for a new direction.
Short on cash but long on
determination and hard
work, the foundation was
laid for one of the most

successful black enterpris
es in the Tampa Bay area.
Mr. Johnson’s motto was,
"Black people must sell as
well as buy, else remain a
beggar race."
"Be in control of your
own destiny"—that was
Mr. Johnson’s philosophy.
In order to reach that level
of freedom, Mr. Johnson
stressed that one must sell,
and even more importantly,
sell what belongs to them,
in order to be successful,
"or else become a beggar
race."
Anything
less
seemed to only serve an
endless cycle of subjuga
tion, not only financially,
but emotionally as well. In
order for our community to

prevail, black-owned busi
nesses are the key.
Economic freedom can
be realized, as it was in the
past, as it has grown to be
witnessed now. At the
height of the Civil Rights
Era, blacks owned and
operated businesses such as
restaurants,
hospitals,
schools, trades services,
markets, and more. That
surge has continued as we
cross over into a new era,
although there is more to be
done.
The National Urban
League has reported that
during the 90s, "AfricanAmerican buying power
increased almost 73 per
cent." In a 1997 U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau report, statistics
showed that blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
goods such as food, cloth
ing, utilities and ap
pliances. A study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the black fam
ily earning $30,000 a year
spends as much as a white
family earning $50,000.
With so much spending
power, our community
must capitalize. Economic
freedom must be achieved.
The Challenger has
emerged from that dream,
emerging in the AfricanAmerican- community as
the preferred provider for

advertising among various ebrate the power of a hard
people.
For
interest groups. With a cir working
"Cleve,"
as
he
was
known,
culation base of about
25,000 around the Bay The Challenger became a
Area and Central Florida, it symbol of triumph in the
has become one of the face of adversity.
The Weekly Challenger
fastest growing weekly
.has
survived the good and
tabloids in the southeast
bad,
starting from the bot
region. Loyal employees,
dedication, and devotion to tom, reaching the top.
maintaining high standards Based in the tradition of a
of excellence in journalism strong philosophy, Mr.
are forces that keep us in Johnson’s dream has been
touch with our community. preserved, and now serves
The Cleveland Johnson as an example of what can
vision is one that still lives be accomplished by reach
on. His goal: to impact the ing for that goal of free
lives of those throughout dom. "There is a reason to
The
Weekly
the African-American com read
munity in a positive way; to Challenger.”
dispel the disparaging
images unfairly cast, to cel-

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
bv Bernice Powell Jackson
I am not an economist.
I took Economics 101 in
college. That's it. So I never
have understood, for exam
ple^ economists' definition
of full employment. A full
employment economy, as
defined by economists,
means millions of Amer
icans are out of work. But I
remember when Congress
man Augustus Hawkins
introduced legislation in
the 1970's mandating that
full employment would
mean that all Americans
who can work and want to
work would have a job.
I am not an economist,
but I know that when
unemployment in the white
community rises in this
nation, that it rises dramati
cally in communities of
color. The saying in the
African American commu
nity used to be that when
white folks get a cold,
black folks get pneumonia.
That was true then, and that
is true now. The official
government figures say

that the jobless rate in the
U.S. is now 6.2 percent.
But for African Americans
that rate is nearly 12 per
cent and for Hispanic
Americans it is 8.4 percent.
Moreover, millions of
women with children have
been thrown out of work
over the past months.
But the numbers don't
tell the whole story. They
don't tell the stories of the
half
million
or
so
Americans who have lost
jobs and have just given up
on finding a new one, and
thus are not counted in
unemployment
figures.
They don't tell the stories
of the millions of American
who are involuntary parttimers, people who would
like to work full-time, but
can't find full-time jobs
(most of whom therefore
are living without benefits,
including health care).
They don't tell the sto
ries of the underemployed,
those who are working
below their educational and
experience levels or of the

peopte who are earning
substantially lower salaries
than they did a few years
ago. They don't tell the sto
ries of men and women
who worked their whole
careers in manufacturing
jobs which made this
nation great, like the steel
industry, and now find
themselves working in
low-paying service indus
try jobs. No, the econo
mists' numbers don't tell
the whole story. The econo
mists also don't have to
look at the realities of those
Americans who must stay
in the work force longer
because of pension funds
lost by corporate fraud and
mismanagement.
Their
jobs might have been
vacant for younger work
ers, except for this reality.
Nor do economists' num
bers show recent college
graduates forced to take
service industry jobs, again
without benefits, because
of the poor job market.
According
to the
National
Bureau
of

Economic Research, the who have been forced to
recession
ended
in raid their savings or retire
November 2001. But most ment funds or to move in
Americans are living a very with relatives in order to
different reality. Some survive. It is an illusion to
economists are telling us those who have been able
that things are getting bet to survive by refinancing
ter since in the first quarter their mortgages due to
of this year there was a lower rates. (By the way,
growth rate of 2.4%. But, now that interest rates are
as the Economic Policy rising, another source of
Institute recently pointed economic growth in the
out, much of this growth past two years has ended).
was due to the unusually It is certainly an illusion to
large increase in defense thousands of other families
spending early this year who have been forced into
due to the war in Iraq and homelessness. (Major cities
the war against terrorism. across the nation report
In fact, this kind of defense increases of whole families
spending in relation to the in homeless shelters).
A few weeks ago Bush
nation's gross domestic
administration
officials
product has not occurred
fanned out across the
since the Vietnam War.
The economic growth nation to talk about eco
that some economists are nomic growth. National
touting as proof that the Public Radio reported one
recession is over is illusory story of an unemployed
to many Americans. It is an computer specialist who
Treasury
illusion to many of the confronted
nearly 3 million Americans Secretary John Snow and
who have lost jobs over the tried to tell him of his
past three years. It is an plight. The response of Mr.
illusion to those Americans Snow, was "just wait." Just

wait, he said, for the tax
cuts to take effect. When
the man tried to tell him of
his brother-in-law who had
been out of work for 18
months,
Mr.
Snow's
response was once again,
"just wait." What some
economists, and what some
government officials don't
seem to understand is that
millions of Americans can
not just wait for a job, can
not just wait for health care
which is tied to jobs, can
not just wait to pay their
mortgage or rents. Just wait
just won't work.
Bernice Powell Jackson
is the Executive Minister,
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five

officers of the denomination.
Justice and Witness Ministries
is one offour covenanted min
istries of the United Church of
Christ and is mandated to
work on a wide range of jus
tice issues confronting the
church and the world. She has
been an activist on behalf of
civil rights, women's rights
and human rights issues
around the world for more
than a quarter of a century.

How Losing the Race Changed My Life
for making good grades
bv Darryn "Dutch" Martin
A New Visions Commen and for having a sincere
love of learning for learn
tary
As one of her six chil ing's sake.
I could not understand
dren, the greatest gift I re
ceived from my dear, now- why this happened until I
departed mother was an read John McWhorter's
appreciation of the value of 2000 book, "Losing the
an education. This appreci Race: Self-Sabotage in
ation helped me rise from Black America." As the
our poor surroundings in Bible tells us in John 9:25,
inner city Cleveland to be "Where once I was blind,
come the successful black now I see."
In "Losing the Race,"
professional that I am to
Professor
McWhorter out
day.
Heeding this lesson, lines in surgical detail three
however, was also the gen aspects of modern day
esis of years of verbal black American cultural
abuse, ostracism and criti mentality, or "cults," that
cism I was forced to endure hold us back as a people.
from other black people - First is the Cult of Vic
from elementary school timology. In it, victimhood
through graduate school. is not seen as a problem to
During these years, I was be overcome but an identi
accused by my black ty to be nurtured. In the
brethren of "acting white" Cult of Separatism, the
for using correct English, uniqueness of our history is
Questioned about how
Anderson was more liberal,
Herring said he thought
Anderson had labor union
support. He didn't mention
that one of Smith's most
active campaigners was a
retired union officer from
Hattiesburg, or that bank
presidents were among
Anderson's backers.
Mississippi Democra
tic Party Chairman Rickey
Cole of Ovett said Repub-

licans are playing upon ra
cial prejudices by using
"liberal" as a code word.
He said in some circles,
"the word 'liberal' equates
with the phrase 'N-lover.'"
"Given that I have
lived in this state all my life
among rural folk and being
(rural) myself, I know what
it means,1' Cole said.
"Anybody who says it
means something else is
being a two-faced hyp-

used as a justification to York City, felt it necessary attitude toward me exempt us from the rules to talk to me about my be cloaked a la "whitey." In
other words, this culturally
that govern the rest of havior.
- and thus, authentically I
was
told
of
her
con

American society. Lastly,
in the Cult of Anti-In- cern that white students in "down" sister from Brook
tellectualism, an affinity our program who hadn't lyn was dumping her own
toward education is seen as grown up around blacks academic insecurity on me
running counter to an "au and who were not used to through the specter of sup
being around "intelligent, posedly socially ignorant
thentic" black identity.
The anti-intellectual- articulate black men" like white students who would
ism cult really hit home me would be "intimidated." supposedly retaliate against
with me, and McWhorter's She felt they might "try to me for supposedly making
book let me know that I use that against me in the them feel mentally inade
future." In other words, quate. How lame is that!
was not the problem.
"Losing the Race"
All of this reminds me white students might dis
opened
my eyes to the three
of an experience from gra criminate against me be
duate school. While en cause of my love of schol cancerous aspects of black
rolled at Carnegie Mellon arship! Thus, she advised, I American cultural groupUniversity, I always active should basically tone down think. It also re-ignited the
love of learning that my
ly and enthusiastically en my intellectual zeal.
I
never
forgot
that
con

mother instilled in me as a
gaged in my own learning
process: asking questions versation. After reading child. That love, as well as
arid engaging professors "Losing the Race" two a faith in God, enabled this
and other students on vari years later, I realized that poor boy from Cleveland to
ous topics. One of my fel this woman's "concern" for become his high school
low graduate students, a my well-being was merely valedictorian, become his
black woman from New her own anti-intellectual family's first college gradu-

ate, earn a master's degree
in public policy and man
agement and ultimately be
come a U.S. Foreign Ser
vice Officer.
My life has taught me
that education is arguably
the most important means
to achieving professional
success and economic in
dependence. There is no
way I would sacrifice that
just to gain the myopically
fleeting acceptance of my
"peers."
This is a race that I
plan to win.

she talked about keeping
ocrite."
Retorted
Herring: the Confederate battle em
"That sounds like despera blem on the state flag dur
ing a 2001 referendum.
tion talk to me."
"I was the only state
Cole said: "If past his
tory is any demonstration,, wide elected Democrat
the Republicans will con who refused to stand with
tinue to use Nixon's 'South those who wanted to
ern strategy' of subtle change the flag. And twowinks and nods of white thirds of Mississippians
agreed with me on this
racism."
He pointed to Tuck's issue," said Tuck, who did
Neshoba County Fair not take a public stand
speech in late July, when before the election.

even Democrats, supported
ID. Tangled in technicali
ties, the proposal failed.
University of Southern
Mississippi political scien
tist Joseph Parker said race
still plays a role in politics,
even if people in polite
company don't want to
acknowledge it.
"It's like sitting in a
room with a boa constric
tor," Parker said. "You can
ignore it, but it's there."

Herring said people
should quiz candidates
about issues such as voter
ID, which he says would
reduce fraud.
When ID came up for a
state House vote this year,
the split was largely racial
rather than partisan. Black
members overwhelmingly
opposed ID, saying it could
intimidate people who
lived through the Jim Crow
era. Many white members,

Darryn "Dutch" Martin is
a member of the National
Advisory Council of the
African-American leadership
network Project 21 and a for
eign service officer. Com
ments many be sent to Project21 @ nationalcenter.org.
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Ceremony Honors George
Edgecomb, Hillsborough
County’s First Black Judge
TAMPA - The Thir
teenth Judicial Circuit
recently held a ceremony
honoring Judge George E.
Edgecomb,
the
first
African-American judge in
Hillsborough County.
The George E. Edge
combe Bar Association,
along with several law
firms and bar associations,
co-sponsored the Aug. 13
event. It was held in the
lobby
of
the
new
Hillsborough
County
Courthouse at 800 E
Twiggs St. that bears
Edgecomb’s name.
Groundbreaking for
the new facility, which will
house all family, civil,
guardianship, probate and
trust courts, as well as
related programs, was held
on April 19,2001.
The building is expect
ed to open for business this

Urban League to
Host Annual Crime
Prevention Run at
Campbell Park-------

Elita Cobbs, president of the George Edgecomb
Bar Association, stands besides one of the exhibits
depicting Judge Edgecomb's accomplishments.

fall. Edgecomb was the
first black judge to sit in
Hillsborough
County,
assuming the bench on
Aug.
13. 1973. He
remained on the bench
until his death on Jan. 22,
1976.

During the ceremony,
Edgecomb was remem
bered as an outstanding
jurist and a person of
tremendous dedication and
integrity, who contributed
greatly to the Hillsborough
County community.

PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Urban League’s black-onblack crime prevention
program will host its 19th
annual crime prevention
run and festival in the park
on Saturday, Sept. 27. This
event will be held in
Campbell Park, 601 - 14th
St. S., St. Petersburg (just
south of Tropicana Field).
Registration for the 3.5
mile run starts at 9 a.m.
The run will begin at 10
a.m. from Campbell Park
and finish there. The route
will be secured by volun
teer law enforcement offi
cers and will pass through
neighborhoods surround
ing the park.
The first 1,000 partici
pants to register will re
ceive a free commemora-

tive T-shirt that reinforces
the theme of the event,
"run crime out of the black
community."
Trophies
will be awarded to the first,
second, and third place
race finishers in four dif
ferent categories. A festi
val in Campbell Park will
immediately follow the run
and will include free re
freshments and entertain
ment. This is a family
event that will have some
thing for all ages, so bring
the entire family.
Anyone interested in
participating in this "fun
run" can pre-register at the
Urban League headquar
ters, 333 31st St. N., St.
Petersburg. For additional
information, contact Lendel Bright at (727) 3272081 ext. 258.

- HIRES -

• Library Presents
Community Heroes Day
on September 11
Meet
Clearwater's
everyday heroes at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 11 at the
Clearwater Countryside
Library, 2741 State Road
580. Representatives from
the Clearwater Police De
partment and Clearwater
Fire and Rescue will talk
about the special work
they do. After the program,
children are invited to
write thank you cards to
the guest speakers. The
program is free and reser
vations are not required.
For more information, call
(727) 462-6800, ext. 245.

• Clearwater Chorus The chorus is directed by
Holds Auditions
Arthur Goetze and in
The Clearwater Chorus cludes approximately 100
will be holding auditions musical enthusiasts. Last
for experienced singers for holiday, members of the
their upcoming "Songs of chorus sang backup for
the Season" concert. The Linda Eder at Ruth Eckerd
audition, which is private Hall.
The Clearwater Chorus
and consists of a vocal
warm-up and sight-read is sponsored by the City of
ing, will be at 6:30 p.m. Clearwater. For more in
Tuesday, Sept. 9 and 16 at formation, call Suzanne
6;30 p.m. at Morningside Ruley at (727) 669-1365,
Recreation Complex, 2400 ext. 231.
Ham Blvd.
The concert will be
performed on Dec. 14 at
Ruth
Eckerd
Hall.
Rehearsals are held on
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
Morningside Recreation.

This is a wonderful world with many wonder
ful people, and the one thing that will make this
world more wonderful is for us to be more tolera
ble of the differentness of others - gender, nation
al origin and religion.
We have to be careful, God views things in a
very different way. His work is done in all sorts of
ways that we don’t always understand. He directs
all things, and His plan includes us all, which is
why we are meant to be as we are.
There are no immaculate people. We are all
sinful creatures, and there are all kinds of evidence
to support the fact that He loves even those with
confused hearts, and He uses imperfect people for
His impeccable plan.

By Your

Side

1

L

i

You see it everyday,
nice cars with fancy
wheels, an excellent paint
job, and a booming sound
system cruising down the
street.
A well-dressed young
male steps out of the car
and proceeds to talk with
his buddies in the parking
lot of a business or holding
up traffic on our streets.
Some of the local kids
in the neighborhood gather
around him knowing that
he will start handing out
money for snacks. The
same youths consider him
to be cool because he has
money, wears the finest
clothes, drives a fancy car,
does not work and most
important, he's a magnet
for girls. As adults, do we
blame these kids for ad
miring his lifestyle?
So, how do we as adults
articulate to our youths,
that they too can have all
the finest things in life by
doing it the legal way? As
you know, most kids today
are infatuated by certain
images being portrayed on
television, movies and in
their own neighborhoods.
How do we show these
same kids that they too can
lead a productive life with
out becoming another sta-

‘fP’izi.z.n.ts. . .

OiiKIiy.

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

Upcoming Events

You’ll never forgive yourself.

• 22nd Street Main Street is hosting a Seafood
| Festival on Friday between Ninth and llth avenues

from 5 to 8 p.m. Sample seafood and other food
vendors, music, games and prizes. Admission:
Free. For more information, call (727) 322-8129.
• Music Fest on the Waters at The Pier courtyard,
800 Second Ave. N.E., on Sunday from 1-4 p.m.
Live music by "Flashback." Free. Call (727) 8216443 for more information.

If you miss the chance to lower your monthly bill payments
with our lowest HOME EQUITY LINE rate ever.
What's stopping you? It’s easy, the rate’s

incredibly low, and you could be saving

money each month by consolidating year

• The Reebook Women’s Triathlon Series begins at
7 a.m. Sunday at The Pier, 800 Second Ave. N.E.
Swimming, biking, and running competitions plus
Reebok Multi-Sport Experience and post-race par
ties. To register or volunteer, call (800) 509-5525.

debt and lowering your monthly bill payments.
Or renovate your home. Buy that new car.

Thera's no reason to wait Especially when yen
could win $10,000 in SouthTrusfs Now or Never
Giveaway.** So hurry. You'll be glad you did.

• The Harbordale YMCA, along with the Midtown
neighborhood, will host a financial seminar plan
ning seminar called, "From 9th Street to Wall
Street," from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 13.
The seminar will be covering purchasing homes,
debt repayment, and investing. Guest speakers
includes Wall Street investor Bill Stover and World
Savings Loan Representative Darius Carter.
Refreshments will be served. Donation: $3.

00
%
APR

• Free checking
and Free Online
Bill Payment with
your equity line'
• No closing costs1
• Interest may be
tax deductible"
• Up to 106% of your
home's equity

Come by any convenient office, visit www.soutlitrust.com, or call

• The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Suncoast will
have their l8th annual recognition banquet at 6
p.m. Monday at the Tropicana Dome in St.
Petersburg. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are
$50. To purchase tickets, call (727) 546-1032.

• The Enoch Davis Center is celebrating its 22nd
Anniversary on Saturday, Sept. 13. Residents are
invited to visit the center at 1111 l8th Ave. S.
from noon to 5 p.m. for cake, punch and entertain
ment to celebrate 22 years of service to the com
munity. For more information,
call (727) 893-7134.

HOME EQUITY LINE AS LOW AS

by Officer Johnny
Harris
tistic in our criminal jus
tice system? How do we
illustrate that getting a
legitimate job and earning
at least minimum wage
will outlast and outweigh
the benefits of selling
drugs and its potential
profits?
We can start with the
basics, by telling our kids
the difference between
what is right and what is
wrong. Tell them they
have choices in life.
Let our kids know the
truth about the drug busi
ness and the consequences
that comes along with it.
Let them know about the
sleepless nights and anxi
ety attacks that they will
suffer if they choose the
illegal drug profession.
The constant watching
over their shoulders, won
dering if they are about to
get "jacked" (robbed) of
their money and goods.
Let them know that
they will have to answer to
their drug boss for any
losses they accrue. They
could be shot and killed
over territorial rights, by
one of their customers, by
mistaken identity or by
being in the wrong place at
the wrong time. Let them
know that even if they sur
vive a fatal attempt at their
lives, they still could end
up as another statistic, a
paraplegic.
Let them know that
they can be arrested and
sentenced to prison on
their first day at work. Let
them know that they have
constitutional rights now;
however, once they are
arrested and incarcerated,
some of those rights will
be stripped away from
them. Let them know how
they will be told 24/7 what
to do, when to do it, and
how to do it.
Tell them they will not
have the luxury of being
with family members,
friends, girlfriends, boy
friends and the luxury of
hanging out at the mail,
movies, or playing video
games, because they will
be on constant lock down
with no privacy.
Inform them about pri
son life and the mind set of
being
institutionalized.
The felony criminal record
that they will be tattooed

with for the rest of their
lives and let's not forget
the pain and suffering they
will cause family members
and friends.
Inform them that hav|

ing a criminal record will
have a negative impact on
their lives when applying
for jobs, purchasing a
home, car, renting an
apartment and applying for
credit. Tell them that they
are taking all the risks by
dodging and running from
law enforcement, while
their boss sits back and
reaps the benefits of their
hard labor.
Ask them, how many
drug dealers they know are
now retired from the busij
ness and are receiving
some sort of retirement
benefit such as a pension^
Social Security, 401k plan
or medical insurance, and
then wait for their response
es. Ask the kids, what type
of retirement plan theyS
have for their future and*
who will take care of themj
in their senior years if they!
choose to sell drugs asi
their profession?
One thing is for sure,;
discipline and respect,
starts at home with the par
ents, mother and father
raising their kids before^
they succumb to the?
streets. The majority ol|
kids are good and will go
on to lead productive lives |
however, a small percent-^
age of these kids will nee®
our help.
As adults, we should
all take on some type of
responsibility of being
good role models and
ensuring a positive and
productive upbringing o<
our future generation. L
know all of us are not per-,
feet role models nor do we
claim to be and let the truth
be told, we've made many
mistakes in our own lives,
however, let us all remem
ber our mistakes and learn'
from them and put it to use
by taking the time to sit;
down with a troubled
youth and share a few*
words of wisdom. Also;
take the time to listen to
our youths, because they
have a lot to say with no
one to listen.
.
Take the time to ac
knowledge their achieve
ments , activities, friends,
boyfriends,
girlfriends,
lingo, habits, hobbies, and
lead them down the right
eous path of life. When all
is said and done, you can
look back and smile know
ing you have made a dif
ference in the life of a
child, our future.
Let the truth be told.

1 -800-CALL-STB (1 -800-225-5782) and press 21
Monday-Friday 8am-7pm EST, Saturday 8am-3pm EST.

SouthTmstBank
You’re Not Just Another Customer, we’re Not Just Another Bank.
Msmter FDIC

There Is A Reosott To Read The
Weekly Challenger!
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Limited time offer available on new Home Equity Unes only Home Bjtiisy Lines, cheeking accounts and Check Cards are subject to credit approval. •PersorMi chectdno. Check Card and Gnitae Bill Paymstil
are tee while year home eqtsifyftte is open MS
-------- *
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..................... ,
online at southrustcom. in the case of
appLtcaHotK or^y the primary applicant will be anfemsbeally entered into the giveaway Cwrem customers with an atnive ScnithTrasl eynity line, as of 1VW&
and wt good
will antoma^caIIy receive ooe entry into the giveaway. If the equity Line is field jointly, only
primary Lwowet will automahcaHy teceiu
SS.999 -1 emry $11
- 2 entries, etej.
tetnowerwil also receive one gtfefitiena! automatic entry for each
drawn onthesquay line sod posted to the account between &25/B3 and HflWtfwexaml
Bdsdoe draws vw equity fee do not quaLify. Only the phmajy lira sBolicamor primary borrower is eligible to Win. {2} M0 PURCHASE, 08U6AT10N OR THAN? TO NECESSARY10 PARtt&PATE OR
W1N; A PURCHASE OR IWISACTION DOES NOT IMPROVE YGURCHANCE;0FfflNNINL Hyow do not wish to
or acwate
activatean
an existing
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_...........................
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__ jf-mamas »re 1 in 222809; however, actual odds depend upon Ore number of eit^fele entries received.
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SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
3600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
<727) 322-0024 • Cell <727) 542-2189

Ask for Tony
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
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A
QUESTION
OF
BEAUTY
by Deanie K. Victor

Bernard Eironner, president of Bronner Bros, and
Show Director

host Mozell Patterson pre
sided over the service.
This year there was a
wonderful addition to the
show. Ford Motor Compa
ny partnered with Bronner
Bros, to present a seminar
and luncheon called, “Em
powerment Through En
trepreneurship.”
The
keynote speaker, George
C. Frazier, an astute busi
nessman', author and moti
vational speaker, chal
lenged the group of over
2,000 to unleash their
energies to become suc
cessful through ownership.
He imparted information
stemming from the strug
gles of the AfricanAmerican slaves, crediting
them with remarkable
strengths which are a part
of our rich heritage.
He made us aware of
the fact that Ford Motor
Company invests over
three billion dollars annu
ally with businesses in the
black community. He
strongly encouraged the
audience to take advantage
of opportunities available
in business today.
He said the same thing
that Cleveland Johnson
used to say repeatedly, that
“Blacks must learn to sell
as well as buy, else remain
a beggar race.” After his
dynamic speech, there was
a long line waiting to pur
chase: his book, “Race for
Success.” He autographed
each one .
Entertainment includ
ed a Friday night welcome
party, Saturday night com
edy show and Sunday
night fashion show. The
thousands that attended
were once again convinced
that the Bronner Bros:,
Hair Show is second to
none and is an absolute
answer to the Question of
Beauty.

C There Is

A Reason
To Read
The
Weekly
Challenger!

Peterman Honors U.S. Marines Bay Point
Elementary Ceremony----------- ------ --------- —

ST. PETERSBURG -

Jr. recently honored the

ing

ceremony

at

Bay

News Briefs
State Rep. Frank Peterman
• Town Meeting. St.
Petersburg's Libraries in
vite the public to a town
meeting on Saturday from
9 a.m. to noon at the SPC
Allstate Center, 3200 34th
St. S. The library staff will
listen to ideas on how they
can serve the public better.
Input received will be used
to help the city develop , a
strategic plah for library
services. Call (727) 8937724 for more details.
• Did You Know?
Since the city opened the
new Johnson Branch Li
brary one year ago, the
number of patrons has in
creased 45 percent. Visit
ors have enjoyed 21 com
puter terminals, story
times for toddlers, a
monthly book club, a spa
cious "quiet room" and
new public art mural.
• Public Forum; A
public forum will be held
at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 8
at the Wildwood Recrea
tion Center, 1000 28th St.
S. to discuss the proposed
Wildwood Park football
field and tennis courts .

U.S. Marines at a flag rais• Open House. The
Mahaffey Theater Founda
tion will host an open
house from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sat., Sept. 13 at the
theater, 400 First St. S.
Free food and entertain
ment including Radio
Disney and a performance
by Stages Productions. For
more information, call
(727) 892-5T67.
• Remembering Man
hattan Casino. An inter
national award-winning
documentary that tells the
story of Manhattan Casino,
the 22nd Street South land
mark dance club, recently
won an award in the Edu
cation Channel's 10th
annual Independents' Film
and Video Festival. "Re
membering the Manhattan
Casino," produced by the
.city's government access
channel, WSPF-TV, arid
the LiveArts Peninsula
Foundation, was judged as.,
the best documentary in
the Independent Profes
sional category. Deputy
Mayor Goliath Davis will
accept the award at a cere-

Pointe Elementary Magnet
mony on Friday, Sept. 19
at the Tampa Theatre in
downtown Tampa; The
documentary can be seen
on Channel 15 (cable) and
35 (broadcast). ;
• Black Pages. The
2003-2004 10th anniver
sary edition of the Black
Pages is out. The publica
tion is available at selected
locations in St. Petersburg
including the St. Peters
burg Area Black Chamber
of Commerce, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper, St.
Petersburg Business De
velopment Center, Enoch
Davis Center; and Pinellas
County Urban League'.
• Georgetown Alumnni. The Georgetown
Alumni Club of Tampa
Bay has reorganized and
will hold its first alumni
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 9 at 2929 W Haw
thorne Road in Tampa. All
alumni, supporters, family
members and friends of the
university are invited to
attend. Please RSVP to
Club President Marcos
Hasbun at (813) 221-1010.

MThe Choice Plan”
EVERARD HARRIS
Piano • Drums • Guitar

Deanie K. with hairstylist Leonardo
photos by Gustave Victor

At the Georgia World
Congress Center in Atlanta
Aug 9-11 was the 56th
Annual Bronner Bros. In
ternational Hair Show.
This phenomenal event,
under the direction of pres
ident and, show director
Bernard Bronner, drew an
estimated 60,000 plus hair
designers from across the
country and around the
world. The quality and
taste with which the show
was done is so detailed and
impeccable tliat it never
fails to produce an excite
ment that compels the
crowds to continue to
come again and again.
The classes to educate,
inform and empower die
entrepreneurs of the cos
metology industry were all
inclusive.
Instructors
taught nail design, make
up', hair cubing and colon
ing, weave, additions,
replacement
systems,
braiding, business, 'etc.
There were competitions
for students, stylists and

barbers with first, second
and third, place awards..
The show, had hun
dreds of exhibitors dis
playing and demonstrating
everything they thought
would appeal to the atten
dees: art jewelry, clothes,
books, CDs, makeup, hair
products and accessories,
equipment for salon spas.
Packed to capacity, the ai
sles were filled with those
looking for-something new
to take back home to their
salons. It would be futile to
attempt to name all the
manufacturers.
Sunday morning wor
ship was an integral part of
services made available to
those attending the show.
Putting God first is a defi
nite key to their secret of
success all these years. The
Rev. Dale Bronner brought
the message, while the
Word of Faith Mass Choir
delivered the music. Guest
soloist was LaShun Pace, a
world-class gospel artist.
Queen of gospel, TV/radio

(All band instruments)
»FAMU Marching 1OO
• Army Band
• Bay Point Middle Band

Call:

866-1034

■ What is tradi
tional grandfather
ing?
Traditional grandfa
thering allows students
to remain in a school
through the highest
grade
offered there.
They must continue to
live in the school’s atten
dance area to be eligible.

thering allows students
to stay on track to attend
the elementary, middle
and high school they
were zoned to attend as
of June 6, 2001. Students
lose extended grandfa
thering if they have
moved since June 6, 2001
' or have left the public
school

district.

What is extended
grandfathering?
Extended

grandfa-

Read the Challenger
on the Web:
www.theweeklychallenger.com

School. After the Aug. 26
ceremony, which included
the U.S. Marine Color
Guard, Peterman presented
the flag to the school’s
principal, Gaye B. Lively.
Present at the; ceremony
were, left to right,
Gershom Faulkner, Frank

Peterman’s
legislative
aide; Sgt. Tom Woo of the
U.S. Marine Corp; Frank
Peterman; Gaye Lively, and
Sgt. Dee Nash, U.S.
Mannes Corps.

Can You Be a Friend
of the Library?
ST. PETERSBURG The Friends of the new
James Weldon Johnson
Branch Library are now
accepting applications for
new potential members.
Who are the Friends of
the James Weldon John
son, Inc.? They are a non
profit organization madeup of dedicated citizens
who believe that the
Johnson branch of the
library is an important cul
tural institution.
What do'Friends-"do?

The Friends promote pub
lic awareness1 of the func
tions, resources, services
and needs of the library.
They also work to foster a
closer relationship be
tween the library and the
residents of, south St.
Petersburg.
Can you be a Friend?
Attend an informational
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Sept.
9 at the James Weldon
Johnson Library, 1059
18th Ave. S.

New Edition of "It’s
Your Congress" to
Discuss Paying for
College
TAMPA - In this tight
labor market, no one ques
tions the value of post sec
ondary education , but with
college tuition on the rise,
many students arid parents
are uncertain about how to
make higher education fi
nancially accessible. On
the next edition of "It's
Your Congress," Con
gressman Jim Davis and
his guests will talk about
what the federal govern
ment is doing to help stu
dents and their families
pay for higher education.
"It's Your Congress" is
broadcast on Government
Access Television (Chan
nel 15 on Time Warner
Communication and Chan
nel 17 on Adelphia Cable).
The program will air
throughout the month at
the following times: Sun
days at 11:30 a.m., Mon
days at 6:30 p.m., Thurs
days at 2:30 p.m., and

Fridays at 1:30 p.m.
Last year, the federal
government provided $69
billion to help more than 8
million families and stu
dents . finance a postsec
ondary education; Con
gressman Davis and his
guests will discuss the dif
ferent types- of federal
financial aid available,
how to apply for aid using
the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid, or
FAFSA, and how parents
can start planning for high
er education expenses.
Congressman Davis'
guests on the show are:
Leonard Glide, Director of
Financial Aid at the Uni
versity of South Florida,
Debra Aplin, Guidance
Resource Specialist at
Chamberlain High School;
Elizabeth Everett, a stu
dent at USF who is benefitting from federal finan
cial aid; and James
Fernandez, a wealth management advisor.
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MID PENINSULA
MARKET & RESTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday .... Gone Fishin'

IT!

"SEAFOOD THAT'S
AFFORDABLE AND PLENTIFUL..EDIBLE GOLD...BIGGER VARIETY THAN ANY
CHAIN-REAL SERVICE/
FRIENDLY AND PROUD"

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY . . . FOR OVER 21 YEARS

Deadline
For
All News
Is
4:00 P.M.
Monday.

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.

HI • * . V'

Tomorrow may not come, So

don't wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard
MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO STRETCH A
DOLLAR
ST. PETERSBURG
FREE CLINIC
In the lower basement
of Bethel A.M.E. Church,
912 Third Ave. N., the Wil
liam Harris Fellowship
Hall was the gathering of
the Free Clinic workers
and supervisor, Rosalyn
Hunter, who contributes
USDA government com
modities on the third
Thursday of the month. It
was Aug. 21 and that time
of the month.
In another section of
the church, nurse Dinah
Hilditch, who is health ed
ucator for the St. Peters
burg Free Clinic, was mon
itoring blood pressure and
blood sugar. This is done
on a monthly basis. The
dates left for north side
residents are: Sept. 18,
Oct. 16, Nov. 20 and Dec.
18. Then we start the new
year - 2004.
Yours truly’s blood
sugar was 93. My blood
pressure was 172/90, not
within normal range. I had
been a bit active that morn
ing and had not taken my
medication. This is another
free service provided by
the St. Petersburg Free Cli
nic. Better get on board.
And now it’s that time of
the week again when we

share newsy tidbits with
you.

A CORRECTION
From time to time, I
write about the sick and
shut-ins from the different
churches, asking for pray
ers from our readers.
I try and cover the
nursing homes, medical
centers and homes. Some
one mistakenly misread
my article the week of
Aug. 21-27. Sergeant Lin
da Rackett Long is still a
resident at Tyrone Medical
Inn, 1100 66th St. N. She
is our church sister, Linda
Long at Bethel A.M.E.
Church. Our pastor, Rev.
Roosevelt Hardy, keeps
her and all our church fam
ily sick and shut-ins in the
prayers. After the first
Sunday of each month, he
goes out and gives all “sac
rament.” He is a great sacramentalist. My apologies
for the misunderstanding.
Oh, by the way, I missed

you for,
But I take them all for
granted and unconsciously
ignore
That everything I think
or do, each movement that
I make,
Each measured rhyth
mic heartbeat, each breath
of life I take
Is something you have
given me for which there is
no way
For me in all my
“smallness” to in any way
repay.
(HRS)

HOMEGOING
Services for Sennie
Franklin whose Sunrise
was April 1, 1915, and
sunset was Aug.14, 2003,
drew hordes of relatives
and good friends via air
lines and automobiles for
her going home service
Gaida Kambon
her birthday Aug. 25. held Aug. 20 at 11 a.m. at
Happy belated birthday, St. Petersburg’s 20th Street
Church of Christ, 825 20th
Sgt. Linda Long.
St.S.
Present were her son,
BIRTHDAY
Dr. Harold Franklin and
CELEBRATION
On Aug. 15, Gaida his wife, Gwen, from Wat
Kambon celebrated her chung, N.J., and John
62nd birthday with adopt Franklin from Miami.
Sennie and I were
ed sister Alvelita Donald
son, surrogate family and beauticians at Harper’s
host of good friends. The Beauty Salon in the 60s
approximately 30 people and early 70s. There were
honored her with a variety eight of us - owner Ruby
of gifts, quiet money and Harper, Oretha Stockton,
best wishes. The group of Bernice Rucker, Hannah
well wishers dined at Good Baker, Eloise Andrews and
Fortune Restaurant on 58th Sennie Franklin, all of
St. N. The dining, I’m told, whom preceded her in
homegoing. Yours truly is
is superb.
Nyabinga of the Uhuru still trying to hand at 69
movement read cards and years of age. Those were
entertained Gaida with the Laura Park days and
comic relief. She was real Mr. Rozella, owner. Ruby
ly shown appreciation for Harper was rent collector
services rendered over the and tenant back in those
years to the community. days. 412 - 16th St. S. Gaida recently returned Travelers’ Rest across the
from England, France and street, The Weekly Chal
South Africa via European lenger newspaper, Cynthia
Airlines. She was accom Armstrong, manager, Las
panied by 15 others for an sie Sermon’s Bar and Barinternational conference. b-que stood on the comer.
Happy belated birthday, Next to us was the Soda
Gaida, and many happy Fountain. Cross Dixie was
the grocery store, Rosa’s
returns.
Beauty Salon, the Wood
Yard, and across 5th Ave.,
SO MANY REASONS
Ga. Baptist Church. Of
TO LOVE THE LORD
Thank you, God, for course, Harold and I are
little things that come un class of ‘52 graduates from
Gibbs High School. Yes,
expectedly
To brighten up a drea dear old Gibbs High,
ry day that dawned so dis you’re the world to me was
our alma mater. Yes, we
mally.
Thank you, God, for skipped chapel and jumped
sending a happy thought the creek at 34th St. that
was the country back then,
my way
To blot out my depres nothing but bushes. Ha, ha,
sion on a disappointing ha, ha, ha. Yes! If we were
late to school, we had to
day.
Thank you, God, for pick up papers.
Yes! The principal had
brushing the “dark clouds”
a huge paddle, and we got
from my mind
it.
Yes! There was nobody
And leaving only
to
call but the Lord. Do
“sunshine” and joy of heart
you remember? (Smiles)
behind.
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
Oh, God, the list is
JUMP TO IT!
endless of things to thank

Pinellas County Garners More
Than $9 Million for Veterans
ST. PETERSBURG Some Pinellas County vet
erans are getting some
good news with an in
creased pension or disabil
ity income from the Vet
erans Administration (VA),
thanks to the Pinellas
County Veterans Services.
Pinellas County De
partment of Veterans Ser
vices offers free help to
veterans, their widows or
widowers and dependents
to weed through confusing
paperwork and correspon
dence to get the benefits
they deserve.
Veterans Services can

set up an appointment with
a service officer who will
sit down, face-to-face with
the veteran, widow or
dependent and fill out the
paperwork together. The
service officer becomes
the veteran's advocate
throughout the application
process. Even veterans
who have been denied
claims in the past can still
seek help from Veterans
Services.
All of Pinellas Coun
ty's service officers are
veterans themselves. They
are versed in the applica
tion process including the

documentation needed to
get veterans their compen
sation. Veterans Services
also works hand-in-hand
with other organizations
to get veterans and their
dependents their benefits.
Pinellas County Veter
ans Services has three of
fices: 1100 Cleveland St.,
Suite 1406 in Clearwater,
(727)464-8460; in St. Pet
ersburg, 3160 5th Ave. N.,
Suite 116 (727) 893-1196;
and on Wednesdays only,
Veterans Service officers
are at 301 Disston Ave. S.
in Tarpon Springs (727)
943-4743.
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BlueprinT for the American
Dream-------------------------------------------Federal and local partners sign agreement to increase minority homeownership in West Central Florida

L-R: Karen Jackson Sims, field director for the U.S.Dept. HUD - Tampa
field office and Mayor Rick Baker
ST. PETERSBURG - who now serves as the ing to help millions of
On Friday, Aug. 22, at a Chairman of Neighbor minority families reap the
ceremony held at the St. hood Housing Services, economic benefits of
Petersburg Neighborhood Inc, and State Represen homeownership
Nationally, there are
Housing Services, the U.S. tative Frank Peterman, Jr.
two dozen member groups
Department of Housing (House District 55).
The agreement, em in the Blueprint Partner
and Urban Development’s
Tampa field office and phasizing the disparity ship, and they bring to
more than a dozen local between the non-minority gether the individual
partners signed a Mem homeownership rate (74.2 strengths of government,
orandum of Understanding percent) and the minority the real estate and mort
to promote the President’s homeownership rate (49.7 gage finance industry,
Blueprint for the American percent) is also meant to affordable housing groups
Dream and increase home- encourage and ongoing and advocacy organiza
ownership for minorities in dialogue between HUD tions.
Working together, the
West Central Florida. and each agency.
In June 2002 President Blueprint Partners identi
Involved agencies and
offices included the City of George W. Bush announ fied four key areas they
St. Petersburg, Neighbor ced an ambitious plan to should focus on to increase
hood Housing Services, help close the homeowner minority homeownership,
the Urban League, and ship gap by increasing mi and made specific commit
local chapters of the nority homeownership by ments to take action in one
5.5 million families by or more Pathways to
NAACP.
Among the invited 2010. He challenged the Homeownership: educa
guests were St. Peters public and private sectors tion and counseling on
burg’s Mayor Rick Baker, to work together to reach homeownership, increas
who spoke on the impor or exceed that goal. The ing the supply of afford
tance of homeownership result is the creation of an able homes, giving fami
and the values that are unprecedented public/pri- lies new options for
established in neighbor vate partnership - the Blue upfront funds, and increas
hoods and families. Other print for the American ing funds for affordable
program participants in Dream - that is tearing loans and redoubling ef
cluded former St. Peters down barriers to minority forts to root out discrimi
burg mayor, David Fisher, homeownership and work- nation.

percent of its work force participated last year.
"After we moved the
date, an unprecedented
number of people went
out," said Bill Gray, presi
dent of Ogilvy New York.

Service
from front page ——’
The company, which
allows workers to volun
teer for any organization
they wish, said about 1,000
employees - more than 60

ALL HERBAL
NO SIDE EFFECTS

"To go out and be active,
that's the biggest food for
the soul."
To learn about One
Day’s Pay, visit: www.
onedayspay.org.

THE EASY WAY TO LOSE
WEIGHT PERMANENTLY

M
LnJ

YOU WILL
SUCCEED

THE ONLY NATURAL

and HONEST approach to Iose
Mfeweiaht permanently by
OTfcmainq what made you

with this herbal
(pure dean ocean
in combination
with our
unique
directions
(©2002) that lets
you eat until you are
full and still lose weight.
No side effects.

lis your primary
instincyyjsoIutely nobody can
SB^prostomach. You cannot
«||Rake diet piIls or meal
Placements all your life, as

over time this will make your
weight go up not down.

WHAT IT DOES
The patch will heIp-men and
women Iose their cravings for
junk food and cuts down
overeating. A sIow sustained
weight loss ensures success.

One month suppIy of patches.

NO drugs, NO

pills,

Happy users say: Tried aII
diets foryearsJTie Bell pIan
is different from all others.
Its easy because the patch
does It without starving. An
exclusive approach. Starts
working same day

NO calorie counting, NO

NO STARVING
You have to tilt your stomach
with 3 heaIthy meals and 3
snacks each day and never go
hungry, based op Pritikin
Longevity Center and Dr. NeaI
Barnard M.Q teachings.

restrictive torture diets

TRUE TESTIMONIALS FROM REAL PEOPLE: • Lost 85 lbs a year ago and topi tt oft Orese size 20 to 7.
Extremely happy. Sylvia Alarcon, Mississauga, ON • Miracle heIp. Stopped excess food cravings. Lost 30 ite ever 1
year, I’m now in control. tor/ Moore, Arlington, TX • Kepi 23 lbs off effortlessly for 2-1/2 years, Wear 1 patch a week for
maintenance 4 better sating habits, tee Mathiew, Haimer, ON • Lost 24 fbs »assIy without starving. Il ready works.
Alan Fuller, Regina, SK • Dozens more teslimoriaIs at www.BemestytePfoducte.com.
AvailabIeinST?PETERSBURGat:....
Health And More Maximo Plaza (866-0742); Medical Arts Pharmacy 459 4th St. N. (821-4765)
Mother Nature Natural Foods 1824 61st Ave. N. (527-0727); GNC 6886 Gulfport Blvd. S. (347-6020)
Call stores first, tl out of stock or for other locations, call 1-80&-333-7995.
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Awards Recognize
Black Pioneers of St.
Pete----------------------------

ST. PETERSBURG The Community Pioneer
Group will host its first
Community Pioneer Ser
vice Award ceremony,
hosting a semi-formal
affair at 5 p.m. Saturday at
the Wildwood Community

The group will honor
James F. Oliver Sr., Atty.
Isaiah Williams, and Alex-

ander and Ruth Williams
in an effort to "acknowl
edge those who have con
tributed to the betterment
of the community."
The event is sponsored
by the Heritage Trail
Organization, Black Life
US and Pre-Paid Legal
Services, Inc. For more
information, call (727)
'542-5220.

Choice Plan
Meetings
Looking for a week
end opportunity to get
questions answered; learn
how to apply for a magnet,
fundamental
or
high
school academy program;
fill out a Choice Plan ap
plication or learn about
scholarship . offers? On
Saturday, Sept. 6, at Cross
roads Mall, formerly Bay
Area Outlet Mall, Pinellas
County Schools will offer
you that opportunity.
From 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
the mall, which is at the
comer of U.S. Hwy. 19 and
Roosevelt
Boulevard,
school system personnel
will join representatives of
the county’s 16 public high
schools, the career acade
mies, magnet and funda
mental school programs,
and charter schools to offer
you one-stop shopping for
school information.
In addition, you will
be able to pick up bro
chures and applications,
register new students and
meet school representa
tives. Bright Futures schol
arship information and da
ta about other college fi
nancial aid options also
will be available at the
event.
For more information,
contact Chris Lowry, su
pervisor, magnet and fun
damental school programs,
(727) 588-6432, or Andrea
Zahn, coordinator, Choice
Plan communication and
marketing, (727) 5885172.

The next meeting n
the Pinellas County School
Board will be Tuesday,
Sept. 9, at 10 a.m. in the
conference hall of the
administration building,
301 Fourth St. SW, Largo.
Citizens may speak about
any item on the agenda not
involving a hearing on
employee discipline by
registering before the item
is introduced. Presenta
tions from the audience
regarding items not on the
agenda may be made at or
before noon. For more in
formation, contact Ron
Stone, associate superin
tendent for human re
sources and public affairs,
(727) 588-6273.
Informational meet
ings about the Choice Plan
and the application process
for the 2004-05 school
year will be held this
month at three Pinellas
County schools. Meetings
are scheduled for Wednes
day, Sept. 10, Countryside
High School, 3000 SR
580, Clearwater, auditori
um, 7-8:30 p.m.; Monday,
Sept. 15, Morgan Fitz
gerald Middle, 6410 118th
Ave. N, Largo, teaching
auditorium, 7-8:30 p.m.;
Monday, Sept. 22, John
Hopkins Middle, 701 16th
St. S, St.' Petersburg, audi
torium, 7-8:30 p.m. For
more information, call
Andrea Zahn, coordinator,
Choice Plan communica
tion and marketing, (727)
588-7152.

7/zf Hter Challenger
WELCOMES YOUR LETTER TO THE
Editor as Well As Your Articles
of Community Events.
Please mail to:

The Weekly Challenger,

2500 M.L.

King St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL
33705

HEALTH NEWS
Free Diabetes SelfManagement Classes
ST. PETERSBURG The
Pinellas
County
Health Department is
sponsoring a five-part
Diabetes
Self-Manage
ment program designed to
provide up-to-date infor
mation to help diabetics
make choices leading to a
healthier life with fewer
complications from dia
betes.
Location: North
Greenwood
Recreation
Complex, 900 N. Martin
Luther King Ave. (former
ly North Greenwood Ave),
Clearwater
Dates: Thursdays Sept. 4,11,18,25 - Oct. 2
Time: 10 a.m.-12p.m.
Location: YMCA

High Point Branch, 5345
Laurel Place, Clearwater
Dates: Mondays
Sept. 8,15,22,29-Oct. 6
Time: 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Location: Sanderlin
Family Services Center,
2335 22nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg
Dates: Sept. 3,10,17,
24 - Oct. 1
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Sunshine
Senior Center, 330 5th St.
N., St., St. Petersburg
Dates: (Call for dates
and times)
To register for the
Diabetes
Self-Manage
ment Classes call (727)
824-6961 Monday through
Friday.

Sugar Shock:
Limiting Sugar Intake
for Sake of Oral
Health is Tougher
Than it Sounds---------Most of us are aware
we need to limit sugary
foods for the sake of our
teeth. The task is easier
said than done, not just
when willpower is on short
order but because sugar
shows up in some surpris
ing places.
It's not shocking that
dentists recommend con
trolling your intake of soft,
sweet foods like candy,
cakes and cookies. Some
sources of sugar, however,
aren't as obvious.
Carbohydrates found
in crackers, breads and
even pizza quickly break
down into sugar and, as far
as your mouth is con
cerned, can have an impact
similar to sugary treats.
Other seemingly healthy
foods such as raisins and
other dried fruits spend
more time in your mouth
because they're sticky and
hard to chew, leaving more
time for sugars to do their
damage.
"Hundreds of types of
bacteria live in the human
mouth. They cling to the
surfaces of teeth and, if not
removed, form a colorless,
sticky film called plaque,"
said Dr. Max Anderson, an
oral health advisor for
Delta Dental Plans Asso
ciation. "Cavity-causing
organisms within the
plaque feed on sugar and
turn it into acid, which
attacks tooth enamel and
causes tooth decay."
Anderson
recom
mends reading labels

closely to understand just
how much sugar you're
putting into your mouth.
Keep an eye out for ingre
dients like white or brown
sugar, honey, molasses and
syrups, as well as for in
gredients with names like
fructose, sucrose, glucose,
Com syrup and maltose.
All are various forms of
sugar.
When it's time to reach
for a snack, consider
healthier choices like
cheese, yogurt, fruit and
nuts. When sugary or car
bohydrate-rich foods are
on the menu, eating them
in combination with other
foods is better than eating
them alone. The body pro
duces more saliva to help
digest larger meals, which
washes away more food
and helps neutralize harm
ful acids before they can
attack teeth.
"It's not realistic to
banish sugar and carbohy
drates from your diet, but
understanding
their
sources and following a
program of good oral
hygiene can help counter
act sugar's effects," Ander
son said. "It's always a
good idea to brush after
meals and snacks at least
twice a day, floss at least
once a day and visit your
dentist regularly. When a
toothbrush isn't handy, try
flushing sugar from teeth
by drinking a glass of
water or chewing sugarless
gum."

Read the Challenger on
the Web:
www.theweeklychallenser.com
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Ovarian Cancer: Until There's a
National Campaign Promoting
Test, Awareness is Best
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month September
is National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month

Campaign is first of its kind to target African-American men
BOSTON - The month
of September is officially
proclaimed "Prostate Can
cer Awareness Month,"
and prostate cancer sur
vivor Thomas Farrington
is intent on getting the
awareness message to men
with the highest prostate
cancer risk and death rates
of any others in the world
-African-American men.
Having lost his father
and both grandfathers to
this disease, Farrington
wrote a book about pros
tate cancer entitled, "Bat
tling the Killer Within."
Most recently, Farrington
founded the Prostate
Health Education Net
work, Inc., (PHEN) a non
profit organization with a
focus on providing educa
tion and awareness to
African Americans.
"Black men and wom
en need to be educated
about prostate cancer, be
cause knowledge of this
disease and early detection
can lead to a cure," Far
rington said.
As more people begin
to understand that black
Americans die at a rate
more than twice that of any
other men in this country,
including Whites, Hispan
ics, Asians and Indians,
they understand the ur
gency and mission of
PHEN's education and
awareness efforts.
The
message
is
straight to the point: "Afri
can-American Men Have
the
World's
Highest
Prostate Cancer Risk" and
"Prostate Cancer Kills! But, is Curable with Early
Detection." .
With a projected audi
ence of 50 million people
on the transit systems
alone, the messages urge
men to begin testing their
Prostate Specific Antigen
(PSA) by age 45 to check
their risk levels. While all
African-American men are
at high risk for the disease,
some are even higher,
depending on their family
history.
PHEN's
website,
w w w.ProstateHealthEd .or
g, serves as a major educa
tional resource. Men are
able to use the website to
check their prostate cancer
risk level and to learn
about screening guide
lines. They can even iden
tify screening and treat
ment centers, as well as
support groups, within
their specific city, because
the website focuses on 25
cities, each with its own
webpage.
The website also
serves to build a communi-
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We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULAR MAS SAGE

NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

Black men are the targets of Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month to ensure they stay healthy for
themselves and their families.

ty for PHEN's 25 focus
cities and their respective
states by showcasing the
efforts of others working
on the prostate cancer edu
cation and awareness
needs of African Ameri
cans.
Farrington believes
that enhanced visibility of
the contributions made by
others will spark a national
momentum
that
will
evolve and change what he
terms, "The African Amer
ican Prostate Predica
ment."
"Realizing that men's
lives can be saved through
education and awareness
initiatives
are
what
prompted me to found
PHEN," said Farrington. "I
recognize this is a major
challenge, but I have been
able to attract others to get
behind this effort, especial
ly fellow prostate cancer
survivors, doctors and
medical centers."
Dr. Bruce Chabner,
clinical director of Mass
General Hospital Cancer
Center in Boston is an
active member of PHEN's
Boston Advisory Board.
"The work that PHEN is
undertaking is important in
Boston and throughout the
country," Chabner said.
"It's incredible," said
Farrington. "I released my
book in 2001, and today
prostate cancer survivors
around the world thank me
for saving their lives. It
was the book that prompt
ed them to take personal
action leading them to
early detection and a
chance to be cured," he
said.
PHEN's
September
kick-off campaign is
designed to provide educa
tion and awareness and
also to gain national visi
bility and recruit others to
the effort.
"This is not just a one
month campaign, but the
beginning of an on-going
effort to save lives, and to
eliminate the African-

(i)

American disparity as the
long term goal," Farring
ton said.

Ovarian cancer is still
the deadliest of the gyne
cological cancers and is
often thought of as a silent
killer even in the medical
community.
According to the
American Cancer Society,
an
estimated
25,400
American women will be
diagnosed with ovarian
cancer in 2003, and 14,300
are expected to die from
the disease. The five-year
survival rate for patients
whose disease is detected
in late stages is only 25
percent, yet if diagnosed
before the cancer has
spread outside the ovaries,
a woman's chance for fiyeyear survival rises to 90
percent. Therefore, early
recognition of symptoms
and early diagnosis can
significantly increase the
patient's survival rate.
"It is imperative for
women to be aware of the
risk factors for ovarian
cancer," said Afshin Baha-

dor, M.D., director of
Gynecological Oncology
at City of Hope Cancer
Center in Los Angeles,
Calif. "Women over the
age of 50, those with a per
sonal or family history of
ovarian, breast, colon or
uterine cancer and women
who have not had children
have an increased risk of
the disease."
Ovarian cancer does
not have a reliable screen
ing tool, so paying atten
tion to changes in one's
own body can lead to the
early diagnosis that is cru
cial for successful treat
ment. Know the symp
toms:
• abdominal pressure,
bloating or discomfort
• constipation, diar
rhea or frequent urination
• nausea, indigestion
or gas
• abnormal vaginal
bleeding
• unusual fatigue or
backaches

unexplained weight
loss or gain
• shortness of breath.
If these symptoms are
unusual and persist for
more than two weeks,
women are advised to see a
doctor. To aid diagnosis,
Bahador suggests combin
ing a pelvic/rectal exam
with a CA 125 blood test
and a transvaginal sono
gram. Also, treatment by a
gynecologic oncologist, an
obstetrician/gynecologist
who specializes in the
diagnosis and treatment of
women with cancer of the
reproductive organs, has
been shown to increase
survival significantly.
For more information
about ovarian cancer, con
tact the Ovarian Cancer
National Alliance at (202)
331-1332
or
visit
www.ovariancancer.org.

Top Ten Back-to-School Tips to Help
Students Get a Healthy Start-----------As part of its service to
members of the Florida
Healthy Kids and Medi
caid programs, Amerigroup Florida is offering a
top ten list of tips to get the
school year off to a healthy
start.
"When children are
sick they miss valuable
school time. As a partici
pant of the Florida Healthy
Kids program, we are al
ways working to help par
ents improve the health of
their children. Trying to
make up for lost time and
catch up to classmates can
be challenging and frus
trating for students as well
as parents," said Amerigroup Florida CEO Imtiaz
Sattaur. "Follow these tips
for a healthier and more

productive school year."
1. Get Immunized Protect your children
against common childhood
illnesses and diseases by
keeping them current on
vaccinations.
2. See the Doctor Bring your children to the
physician regularly. It is a
great way to prevent ill
nesses and to test for hear
ing and vision.
3. Eat Breakfast Studies have shown that
most children who eat
breakfast have improved
performance at school as
well as a greater attention
span - make sure breakfast
is nutritious!
4. Avoid Junk Food Replace the junk food in
your children's lunches

with fruits and vegetables.
5. Sleep - Sleep is es
sential for proper growth
and positive school per
formance. Children need
anywhere from 9 - 11
hours of sleep every night.
6. Exercise - Set time
aside, for physical activity
like a family walk or bike
ride to avoid childhood
obesity.
7. Hygiene - Schools
can be full of germs and
bacteria. Teach your child
proper hand washing.
Make sure your child cov
ers his or her mouth when
coughing or sneezing.
Give them a zip lock bag to
dispose of dirty tissues.
8. Lighten the Load Encourage your children to
keep as many items in their

locker as possible to avoid
injuring the back or shoul
ders with heavy back
packs.
9. Talk About It - Keep
communication open with
your children at an early
age. Encourage them to
talk to you about peer pres
sure or anxiety. Also, dis
cuss health-related issues
that could affect your
child's school day.
10. Be Alert - Make
sure your children are aware of transportation
safety rules. Remind them
to look both ways when
crossing the road and to
wear a helmet while bike
riding.

Lung Cancer Campaign Challenges
Communities to Take Action—-—
New resource highlights novel effort to raise awareness
NEW YORK - Did
you know that AfricanAmerican men are at least
40 percent more likely to
develop lung cancer than
Caucasian men? Or that
African-American women
have the highest incidence
rates of lung cancer fol
lowed by Caucasians,
Asian Pacific Islanders,
Hispanics, and American
Indians/Native Alaskans?
Despite being the most
deadly and difficult to
treat, this disease remains
the least talked about can
cer.
“It's Time To Focus On
Lung Cancer” - a national
education campaign - is
challenging community
members across the coun
try to take action and be
come a champion of lung
cancer. This new resource
includes a complete "how
to" guide of ideas from get
ting started, to publicizing
an activity, to stories from
other champions. Found on
the campaign's Web site
lungcancer.org, Lung Can-

cer Champions is designed
to inspire and motivate
people to bring lung cancer
into the spotlight.
"When I was diag
nosed with lung cancer, I
found a limited amount of
resources for support," ex
plains Karen Paries, a lung
cancer survivor. "Lung
Cancer Champions pro
vides the tools people need
to get involved in their
communities and make a
difference by raising
awareness of lung cancer
and offering support to
those affected by, or at risk
of developing, lung can
cer."
Paries is a Lung Can
cer Champion. After being
diagnosed with the disease,
she was frustrated with the
lack of information avail
able on lung cancer, as
compared to other major
cancers (breast, prostate,
and colorectal). While re
covering from treatment,
she began applying her
librarian skills to create a
centralized directory of

Internet resources for lung
cancer patients. She also
recently co-authored a
book entitled "100 Ques
tions and Answers About
Lung Cancer." Her quest to
make information avail
able to others at risk or
diagnosed with lung cancer
has made her a Champion.
Paries' story is just one of
the personal accounts
available on lungcancer
.org from patients, loved
ones, community mem
bers, and health care pro
fessionals who are champi
oning lung cancer.
What is a lung cancer
champion? Whether it's
telling their story to a
friend or organizing a sup
port group, a lung cancer
champion is anyone who is
interested in spending five
minutes, five days, or five
weeks, to help raise aware
ness of this devastating di
sease. Lung Cancer Cham
pions is designed to sup
port these individuals and
groups by offering: stories
about "real life" lung can-

cer champions, and a place
for people to share stories
and become members of
the Hall of Champions; no
vel ideas on how to get in
volved and a step-by-step
guide on getting started;
education materials that
can be distributed individ
ually or as a comprehen
sive kit; and publicity ideas
and materials that can be
customized for a specific
organization or activity.
"Five years ago, no
one talked about lung can
cer," explains Diane Blum,
president of CancerCare, a
founding member of the
It's Time to Focus on Lung
Cancer campaign. "But
this is changing. In recent
years, more and more peo
ple have been writing into
lunycancer.org looking for
up-to-date
information
about lung cancer, as well
as tips and ideas on how to
get involved and make a
difference.
Lung Cancer Cham
pions is meant to build and
support this momentum."
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STATE NEWS
As More Students Take SAT in
Florida, Verbal Scores Improve
TALLAHASSEE
Gov. Jeb Bush and Edu
cation Commissioner Jim
Horne recently released
Florida's results on the
SAT, which show that the
number of test takers in
Florida increased 10 per
cent to more than 83,400 the highest ever. Florida's
average verbal score rose
two points, due largely to
higher scores among His
panic, African-American
and Asian males. Results
indicate that students who
take advanced courses
have significantly higher
scores.
The number of Ad
vanced Placement (AP)
test takers increased by 19
percent, compared to 10
percent for the U.S. In
addition, 14 percent of all
public school sophomore
PS AT takers are Floridians.
“I'm pleased to see the dra
matic increase in AP test
takers, especially among
minority students. Our One
Florida initiative was
designed to increase the
number of students taking
college level exams, as
well as their performance

in taking the PSAT and AP
exams. Today, we are see
ing the results of that part
nership,” Commissioner
Home said. “Florida is uni
que among states in that,
while we have seen a con
siderable increase in the
number of students taking
the SAT, we have been able
to maintain our achieve
ment level and even im
prove it in our verbal re
sults. As more of our stu
dents take advanced cours
es and the PSAT, I am con
fident our results will con
tinue to improve.”
While the number of
SAT takers in Florida has
increased
dramatically,
achievement has held
steady. Long term, Flori
da's combined score is 11
points higher than it was 10
years ago when far fewer
students took the exam. It
is five points higher than it
was 20 years ago. Florida's
combined SAT score is
996, up one point from last
year. The verbal score is up
two points, while the math
score is down one point.

on them,” Bush said.
“[The] results demon
strate the benefits of our
efforts. Just as with the
ACT scores released last
week, more minority stu
dents are being better pre
pared to go forward and
succeed in postsecondary
education.”
The number of Hispan
ic and African-American
AP test takers jumped by
more than 25 percent.
Much of that growth has
taken place during the last
four years. The total num
ber of AP exams. given
from 1999 to 2003 in
creased by 82 percent,
compared to 32 percent
from 1995-1999. More
over, minority sophomore
students comprise a signif
icant portion of PSAT tak
ers? - 27 percent of all
Hispanic and 16 percent of
all African-American pub
lic school sophomore
PSAT takers are Floridian.
“The Legislature has
been very supportive of the
College Board Partnership
through an annual appro
priation that provides assis
tance to minority students

Local RepresenTaTive Selected
to Committee on Affordable
Health Care------------------------- ---------- TALLAHASSEE
Speaker Johnnie Byrd
recently appointed Rep.
Donna Clarke (R- Sara
sota) to a new House Select
Committee on Affordable
Health Care for Floridians.
“Our expectations of
health care have evolved
along with advances in
medical
science.
It’s
important that we begin to
address the unique health
care challenges faced by
the state of Florida! said
Clarke. “I am honored that
Speaker Byrd has asked me
to serve on the Select
Committee.”
The Select Committee
is charged with developing
recommendations to in
crease the affordability of
health insurance for Flori
da’s employers and em
ployees. The select com
mittee will identify the key
factors that drive health in-

health insurance rates on
employees, employers, and
health care providers.
In addition to Clarke,
Byig appointed the follow
ing Representatives to the
Select Committee: Chair,
Rep. Frank Farkas (R- St.
Petersburg); Rep. Dudley
Goodlette (R-Naples), Rep.
Ed Homan (R-Tampa),
Rep. Rene Garcia (RHialeah);
Rep.
Dave
Murzin
(R-Pensacola);
Rep. Eleanor Sobel (DHollywood); Rep. Kim
Berfield (R-Clearwater);
Rep. Donna Clarke (RSarasota); Rep. Baxter
Troutman (R-Winter Ha
ven); Rep. Don Brown (RDeFuniak Springs); Rep.
Marcelo Llorente (R-Miami)/and Rep. Pat Patterson
(R-DeLand).

surance costs and are sub
ject to policy change at the
state level. The select com
mittee is charged with:
• „, Examining, current
factors that affect the costs
of health insurance
•
Identifying market
barriers to change
•
Recommending
policies to provide choice
and competition in the mar
ket place
•
Recommending
long and short-term ap
proaches for controlling
health insurance costs
•
Recommending
policies to provide con
sumer information neces
sary for a successful, free
market environment
The select committee
will hold public hearings in
Miami,
Orlando,
Jacksonville and Tampa to
receive testimony regard
ing the effects of rising

Rep. Arthenia Joyner Blasts Gov. Bush for
Failing to Appoint a Black to Parole
Commission----------------------------- ------------------TAMPA - State Rep.
Arthenia Joyner denounced
the decision made by Gov.
Jeb Bush to appoint a less
qualified candidate to the
Florida Parole Commission
to replace former Commis
sioner Jimmie Henry who
resigned due to alleged
improprieties.
The Cabinet vote was
split 2-2 with Bush and
Attorney General Charlie
Crist voting for Tena Pate
while Agriculture Commis
sioner Charles Bronson and
Chief Financial Officer

Tom Gallagher voted for
Robert L. Woody. A tie
vote is decided in favor of
the side the governor takes.
Bush cast the deciding vote
to appoint his victims’
rights coordinator, Pate, a
white female, to.the threemember -board. Pate was
chosen over a qualified
black applicant, Robert L.
Woody.
"This is an injustice to
the state’s correctional sys
tem," Joyner said. "Mr.
Woody’s qualifications are
impeccable and his pres-

ence would have served to
continue the tradition of
diversity in the Commis
sion’s membership. Clearly
candidate qualifications
were not the basis for this
appointment."
Woody worked
the
Department of Corrections
for nearly 24 years and is
well versed in issues affect
ing the correctional system
and the community. He
worked through the ranks
from parole officer to
director of community rela
tions and in the process has

in
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ideals of the profession in
assuring the availability of
legal services to the poor.
The award is named for the
late Miami civil rights
lawyer Tobias Simon.
The Chief Justice’s
Law Firm Commendation
is a statewide award that
recognizes a law firm
which has demonstrated a

significant contribution in
the provision of legal serv
ices to individuals or
groups on a pro bono basis
that cannot otherwise
afford the services.
The Voluntary Bar As
sociation Pro Bono Service
Award presented by the
Chief Justice is a statewide
award to recognize, when

bv Brendan Farrington
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE
The NAACP filed a federal
complaint against Florida's
education
department
Thursday, seeking to stop
use of statewide assess
ment tests until the
achievement gap between
minority and white stu
dents is eliminated.
The complaint to the
federal Office for Civil
Rights, released by the
group Thursday, also seeks
to achieve racial balance in
schools among students
and teachers and alleges
that Florida has intentional-

ly discriminated against
black students.
The lawsuit asks to
have federal education
money withheld from
Florida until the state
implements a plan to close
racial disparities.
“The system must
ensure that African-Ameri
can and other minority
children have equal educa
tion opportunities regard
less of where they go to
school,1” said Adora Obi
Nweze, NAACP state pres
ident.
The U.S. Department
of Education did not return
calls for comment.

Florida's minority stu
dents have scored well
below white students in
standardized tests, includ
ing the Florida Compre
hensive Assessment Test,
which is used to determine
whether students are held
back a grade and whether
seniors graduate.
This year 73 percent of
white fourth-graders taking
the FCAT scored at or
above their grade level in
reading, compared to 41
percent of black students
and 51 percent of His
panics.
But Education Com
missioner Jim Home said

TALLAHASSEE
Education Commissioner
Jim Home made the fol
lowing statement recently
concerning the NAACP's
Complaint to the Office for
Civil Rights regarding edu
cation in the state of
Florida:
"We have done more to
close the achievement gap
in Florida under the
Governor's A+ Plan for

Education than ever in our
state's history. In 1998 only
23 percent of AfricanAmerican fourth graders
were reading on grade
level, compared to 41 per
cent today. More of our
minority students are col
lege bound. In fact, an
additional 1067 first-timein-college African-Ameri
can students entered the
state university system in

2002 compared to 1998.
"Recent news of Flori
da's performance on col
lege entrance and prepara
tory exams is even more
encouraging. The number
of Hispanic and AfricanAmerican AP test takers
jumped by more than 25
percent from 2002 to 2003.
Moreover, 16 percent of all
African American high
school sophomores who

appropriate, a voluntary bar
association which has
demonstrated a significant
contribution in the delivery
of legal services to individ
uals or groups on a pro
bono basis that cannot oth
erwise afford the services.
The deadline for nomi
nations is Sept. 26. Nomi
nation forms and contact
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vide a quality education to
all students, saying schools
that are mostly minority are
not receiving the same
resources and have inferior
facilities. .
On the National As
sessment of Educational
Progress test, 11 percent of
Florida's black fourthgraders had proficient or
advanced reading skills,
compared to 38 percent of
white fourth-graders and
20 percent of their
Hispanic classmates.

take the PSAT are Flor
idians. We have seen rising
achievement on both the
ACT and SAT due in part
to improvement among
African American students.
"While agitation may
not have been the best use
of words earlier today, now
that I have seen the com
plaint, it is clear that all of
the progress we have made
in Florida - from the ele-

mentary level through the
university level - flies in
the face of the NAACP's
claims of racial discrimina
tion in our schools. It is
unfortunate that, for politi
cal reasons, an organization
would seek to do away
with reforms that have
made such a difference in
the lives of those it pur
ports to represent."

We Encourage You to Sumblt Your Articles of
Interest to the Community and Pictures for
Publication in The Weekly Challenger
information for the circuit
committee chairs are avail
able on the Florida Bar
Web site by visiting
www.flabar.org, clicking
on “consumer services,”
and then following the link
for “pro bono services.”
If you have any ques
tions, please contact the
circuit committee chair in

your area or contact The
Florida Bar’s Public In
formation Office, 651 E.
Jefferson Street, Talla
hassee, FL 32399-2300 or
call (800) 342-8060, ext.
5669.

327-3354

George E. Banks, MJ),
and
Marilyn W. Fudge, M.D.
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that the gap between white
and minority achievement
is closing. At the same
grade level the year before,
65 percent of white stu
dents scored at or above
grade level in reading,
compared to 23 percent of
blacks and 38 percent of
Hispanics.
Because of the new
state policy basing promo
tion largely on the FCAT,
33,000 Florida youngsters
must repeat third grade this
year, five times more than
last year.
The NAACP claims
that Florida is violating its
constitutional duty to pro

Education Commissioner Jim Horne’s
Statement on the NAACP’s Claims of Race
Discrimination against the State of Florida

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

eligible population is
African-American
and
there is no minority repre
sentation on the board
which seeks to redress the
needs of these offenders,"
Joyner said.
Currently, the Parole
Commissioners are Chair
Monica David and Frede
rick B. Dunphy, vice chair
person. Neither of these
individuals are minorities.

NAACP Files Complaint Against Florida
Education Department-------------------- ——

Florida Bar Seeks Nominations for Pro Bono Work
ALLAHASSEE
'ers who have freely
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making legal services
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; sought for public
;nition by the Florida
2me Court and The

acquired a keen sensitivity
to that which is required of
a successful Parole Com
missioner. He was also the
only candidate with an
advanced degree in crimi
nal justice.
Pate has served as vic
tims’ rights coordinator
since 1993 in the Gover
nor’s Office and received
her bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice in 2003.
"This is a sad day in
Florida when 66% of the
controlled release popula
tion and 48% of the parole
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SPORTS NEWS
Waiting for Jordan: New NBA Owner
Making Splash in Charlotte----------------

Race a Factor in Divide
Between Perceptions of Kobe
Bryant Case------ --------------- —--------

Kobe Bryant
by Deborah Hong
AP Minority Issues Writer
BERKELEY,

Calif.

(AP) — A sexual'assault
charge against a glamorous
all-star in any sport would
catch Americans' attention.
But with Kobe Bryant, a
black man, facing an accu
sation from a white
woman, many Americans
are viewing the case
through the filter of race as
much as sex or celebrity.
While some say race
; shouldn't be a factor in the
Bryant situation, recent
polls show a wide diver
gence in white and black
sympathies toward the Los
Angeles Lakers player.
White supremacists
who scattered fliers head
lined: "Don't have sex
with blacks" in Eagle,
Colo., earlier this month
said they were doing so in
response to the case. And
in conversations with peo
ple around the country, it's
not unusual to hear com
parisons between Bryant's
case and the racially polar
izing murder trial of O.J.
Simpson in the mid-1990s.
Once the Bryant trial
gets underway, "Trust me,
race will be a huge issue,"
said Mike Paul, who is
black and is president of
MGP & Associates PR, a
New York reputation man
agement and crisis public
relations firm.
"We'd like to say,
'Come on, hasn't our nation
gotten to a point where we
don't have to talk about
race?' We're not even
close," he said.
Bryant is accused of
assaulting a 19-year-old
hotel worker at a Colorado
resort in a mostly white
community on June 30.
Bryant has claimed his
accuser had consensual sex
with him.
1 Two
• CNN/USA
Today/Gallup polls con
ducted in late July and
early August found that 63
percent of blacks surveyed
felt sympathetic- to Bryant,
compared to 40 percent of
; whites. About 68 percent

of blacks said the charges
of sexual assault are not
true, but only 41 percent of
whites said the same.
At a pickup basketball
game in Berkeley, where
most of the players were
black, many saw the case
as another in a long history
of injustices against black
men. They told personal
stories of what they saw as
unfair treatment by police,
and wondered if Bryant
will receive a fair trial.
"He's stupid for ever
getting this close to a white
woman," said 18-year-old
Joseph Abhulimen, a
Nigerian-American. "You
go back to history, black
men weren't supposed to
look at white women in
any sexual, way. People
were getting lynched for
that."
"A black guy's more
likely to be falsely accused
than anyone else in
American society," said
Robert Johnson, a black
carpenter watching the
pickup game from beneath
the shade of a tree.
"You've got a two-tier
society and criminal justice
system _ one for whites
and one for blacks, one for
wealthy and one for poor."
Bryan Fair, a law pro
fessor at the University of
Alabama School of Law,
said that views of the case
were influenced by under
lying perceptions and
experiences.
"If one perceives
racial bias in the system,
when asked the question,
'Do you think Kobe is
guilty?' I think the
response, even before the
evidence, may be, 'No, I
don't think so, I think this
is another case of the sys
tem going after a promi
nent
African-American
male,'" said Fair, who is
black.
But at a downtown San
Francisco sports bar, where
a mostly white group of
patrons watched baseball
after work, some said they
are inclined to believe the
charges - though they were

careful to say they didn't
know all the facts.
Others focused on their
sympathy for Bryant's
accuser. "I'm very con
cerned about the victim in
this case," said lawyer Jim
Hargarten, who is white.
"I think she's going to be
ravaged by this case."
Both blacks and whites
mentioned O.J. Simpson,
whose acquittal at his crim
inal trial for the 1994
deaths of ex-wife Nicole
Brown Simpson and her
friend Ronald Goldman
divided the groups. Most
whites concluded the ver
dict was wrong, while most
blacks favored it.
Like Simpson, who
combined spectacular suc
cess on the football field
with acting and football
commentary
careers,
Bryant may have tran
scended racial boundaries
experienced by many black
men.
Bryant and others,
including Michael Jordan
and Tiger Woods, have
been viewed as athletes
first and black men second,
said Tony N. Brown, assis
tant sociology professor at
Vanderbilt University.
But, he noted, that
"doesn't last long. At the
first sign of trouble, race
comes right in the picture."
The case also points to
how, for blacks, one per
son's actions are often
applied to the entire race,
said Todd Boyd, author of
the forthcoming "Young
Black Rich & Famous: The
Rise of the NBA, the Hip
Hop Invasion and the
Transformation
of
American Culture."
"To me, the essence of
the way racism works in
this country is white people
are seen as individuals, and
so what they say or what
they do is linked to them as
individuals," said Boyd.
"Nobody will extend from
their actions something one
person has done to indict
the whole race."

Bob Johnson
bv Jenn Fryer
AP Sports Writer
CHARLOTTE, N.C,
(AP) - Bob Johnson cele
brated his first game as
owner of Charlotte's bas
ketball teams by walking to
center court and reciting
lyrics from Petey Pablo's
popular rap song "Raise
Up."
"North Carolina, take
your shirt off!" he rapped
as he twirled a Charlotte
Sting shirt in the air. The
crowd at the Sting's
WNBA
season-opener
roared its approval of the
man who paid $300 million
in December for the Sting
and a new NBA franchise,
the Charlotte Bobcats, that
will begin play in 2004-05.
Johnson, the billionaire
founder of Black Enter
tainment Television, has
wasted no time endearing
himself to a city that turned
its back on the Charlotte
Hornets and their owners
long before the NBA team
packed up and moved to
New Orleans last year.
- He draws large crowds
at most of his Charlotte
appearances and plays to
potential ticket-buyers by
sprinkling his speech with
hip language and the latest
slang. He patiently signs
autographs and poses for
pictures.
In Charlotte, a conser
vative banking town whose
power structure is dominat
ed by whites, Johnson

almost instantly became
the city's most high-profile
black leader. And the
crowds that come to see
and greet him are predomi
nantly black.
"I don't like to use the
race issue, but he's reached
an incredible plateau that
few black men - let alone
white men, Asian men, any
men, ever reach," Sting
guard Dawn Staley said.
"He's a role model and he
means something to those
who think there's no way
they can reach those levels.
"He's kind of a mys
tique. People knew his
name, knew him through
BET, but maybe they didn't
think he was real."
Johnson is real all
right, and he's quickly
made a mark in Charlotte.
He donated $1 million
to build a YMCA in a poor
part of town. He speaks
regularly at civic meetings,
targets smaller local busi
nesses to partner with and
has made a conscientious
effort to hire minorities.
"If you took pictures
of all the NBA owners and
tried to match up their
names with the faces, you.
probably couldn't do three,"
he said. "Being an NBA
owner means having a plat
form and the ability to
build things, create things
and maybe even change
things."
Johnson is already put
ting his own stamp on the
new team, nicknaming it
after himself and following
his teenage son's advice in
choosing orange as the
dominant uniform color.
And
he's
looking
beyond the team's eventual
wins and losses.
Johnson wants to use
his high-profile role to
"urbanize Charlotte" - cre

ating a hip scene where
whites and blacks can min
gle with each other. He
wants to feel an electric
atmosphere in what's now a
somewhat sleepy, conser
vative city.
He talks at length about
using the team's new $260
million downtown arena scheduled to open in
October 2005 - as a plat
form to create instant
nightlife in a business dis
trict that typically operates
on banker's hours.
"I want restaurants and
nightclubs and the ultimate
entertainment experience,"
Johnson said. "Because
that's what it's really about,
creating an experience and
atmosphere that people
want to come back to over
and over again."
Such goals are very
much in line with Johnson's
career. He made a fortune
by building BET, a tiny
Cable start-up, into a black
marketing and entertain
ment powerhouse. And
when he talks about his
new basketball team, it's in
a language that includes
buzzwords like " branding"
and "synergy," rather than
"zone defense" and "fast
break offense."
Johnson's twin goals of building a winning fran
chise and using the Bobcats
to remake Charlotte -could
collide in the person of
Michael Jordan.
The owner and the sixtime NBA champion are
close friends, and Johnson
has actively wooed Jordan
to join the new Charlotte
organization,
following
Jordan's retirement and
ouster last spring from the
Washington Wizards' front
office.
Jordan grew up in
Wilmington, played his

college ball at North
Carolina and, in Johnson's
eyes, would give instant
credibility and mass appeal
to his new team.
Johnson has promised
Jordan any role he wants
and has let two stated dead
lines for a decision come
and go. Now, with summer
nearly gone and still no
word from "His Aimess,"
the Bobcats risk falling
behind in preparations for
their first season.
Johnson has not said
how long he will give
Jordan to make a decision,
although a resolution is
expected to be reached by
early September.
But there's relatively
little concern in the
Bobcats' front office over
the
delays,
primarily
because former New York
Knicks president and gen
eral manager Ed Tapscott
already is in place.
Should Jordan come
aboard, Tapscott will con
tinue his role as head of
business operations. He's
currently juggling basket
ball operations with the
business side, and will have
to decide if he can continue
to do both if Jordan opts
not to join the effort.
With a scouting team
already in place and season
ticket sales well underway,Tapscott is confident the
wait for Jordan has not hurt
the team.
"I think one of the rea
sons we haven't fallen jntq„
a hole is because of my
background in basketball
operations and some of the
people I have hired,"
Tapscott said. "I think
there is a time where we
would have some issues if
we don't have a resolution,
but I don't think we've got
ten there yet."

Get Fit and
Help Fight
Arthritis!
TAMPA- Get fit and
help
70
million
Americans and 3,000,000
children with arthritis
along the way. The
Arthritis Foundation is
giving people that chance
through their Tampa Hops
Joints in Motion marathon
program. The deadline is,
August 29.
The
Arthritis
Foundation Joints in
Motion is a marathon pro
gram that takes you to a
location of your choice. If
you decide to join Joints
in Motion you will be
committing to train for 20
weeks with
qualified
marathon coach; raise
money in honor of an
individual who has arthri
tis with the help and sup
port of the Arthritis
Foundation, and have fun
as you embark on the
journey of a lifetime.
The marathon has
been a tradition in Tampa
for many years. It runs,
along the beautiful waters
of Bayshore, downtown
Tampa, Ballast Point, and
Davis Island.
All proceeds from
Joints in Motion benefit
the Arthritis Foundation.
To receive more informa
tion,
please
contact
Michelle Patten at (813)
968-7000 or 1(800) 8509455. For a free brochure
about walking and arthri
tis, contact the Arthritis
Foundation at (800) 8509455 or visit www.arthritis.org.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Black Man Film Festival Launches
Call for Submissions-----JAH1

Mii

The Joint was Jumping!

ATLANTA - The
Second Annual Black Man
Film Festival, set for Nov.
8, in Atlanta, Ga., has for
mally launched its "Call for
Filins."
The deadline for film
submission is Oct. 10.
To be eligible, a film or
video "must centrally tell
us something about the life
or journey, trials or tri
umphs, culture or style of
the black man," said
Festival director Yemi
Toure. "We seek all genres.
We seek new and older

films, experimental and
revolutionary, edgy and
amateur."
The festival's advisory
board includes filmmaker
St. Clair Bourne; poet and
journalist Kevin Powell;
Dr. Ray Winbush, director
of the Race Relations
Institute at Fisk University;
historian and educator Dr.
Asa Hilliard, and econo
mist and national commen
tator Dr. Julianne Malveaux.
VHS format is pre
ferred for the preview.

VHS or other formats can
be used for final submis
sions. Works from interna
tional artists are welcomed.
Films directed by black
females or from other eth
nic groups are equally eli
gible as films directed by
black males. For all details
and forms, send an email to
mediablacks @ hotmail .com
or go to the Festival web
site
at
www.afrikan.
net/hype.
"Folks may be sur
prised to learn that a film
does not necessarily have

For you folks who are
not up-to-date as to what’s
happening in downtown St.
Pete on Sundays, let me
share this with you. It was
there that I experienced a
most delightful day, a cou
ple of Sundays ago. On the
seqond Sunday of the
month, The Pier in down
town St. Petersburg and
radio station WSJT (FM
94.1) host a jazz concert. It
is a "FREE" concert from
1-4 p.m. It’s not only a
great way to expose your
children to jazz - America’s
original music - but also an
excellent way to spend
quality family time togeth
er.
On one particular Sun
day, Eric "Smooth Breeze"
Darius, was the featured
artist playing alto saxo
phone. Accompanying him
was Kevin Wilder, a young
musician who can stir-up a
musical storm on key
boards. A delightful young
lady provided an additional

to have a black male in it,"
said Toure. "For example,
there may be a film that
showed a group of black
women discussing Black
men. It could give us valu
able insight into how black
women think and feel
about men. Such a film is
welcome in the festival."
The festival is spon
sored by the Center on
Blacks and the Media, a
non-profit media-monitor
ing group.

Operation
HOPE
of
Pinellas, Inc., a full service
AIDS
Service
Organization located in St.
Petersburg. Tickets for the
fashion show are $20 in
advance and $27.50 the
day of the show.
Operation
HOPE
serves the community by

offering case management,
minority initiative pro
grams that address HIV
and substance abuse educa
tion, medical advocacy,
prevention and education
and a food bank for those
that are in need of nutri
tional assistance, in addi
tion to offering free

HIV/AIDS screenings.
“The proceeds from
the fashion show will most
likely go to our prevention
and education department,
as well as our food pantry,”
said Lorenzo Robertson,
program
coordinator.
“We’re expecting a great
night.”

For more information
about the fashion show
and/or Operation HOPE,
please
call
Lorenzo
Robertson at (727) 8222437, ext. 24.

John Singleton To Receive
Hollywood Walk of Fame -

MTV Rewinds 20 Years in Video Music Awards
“P.I.M.P.," during which he
was joined onstage by
Snoop Dogg, the ubiqui
tous former pimp Bishop
Don Magic Juan, members
of his G-Unit posse.
“Today is the anniversary
of Martin Luther King's ‘I
Have a Dream' speech Missy Elliott took home the biggest honor of the
evening at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards

by Nekesa Mumbi Moody
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP) - Just
like
her
first
time,
Madonna made jaws drop
and cheeks blush at the
20th annual MTV Video
Music Awards - only she
had help Thursday night
from the latest generation
of video divas, Britney
Spears
and
Christina
Aguilera.
Proving they've come a
long way from their
Mouseketeer days, the
young pop tarts gave a
gyrating, writhing tribute
to Madonna to open the
show. Dressed in the same
kind of white bustier wed
ding dress Madonna wore
while performing "Like a
Virgin" during MTV's
inaugural awards broadcast
in 1984, Spears and Agui
lera sang a cover of the notso-innocent tune.
Then, while Madonna
sang her new "Hollywood"

V

in a masculine all-black
outfit, she shared an openmouthed kiss with both
Aguilera and Spears.
It was all in a night's
work for MTV's annual
extravaganza, where mere
music takes a back seat to
wacky antics, barely there
outfits and eye-popping
performances.
There were no big win
ners - Missy Elliott's
“Work It" won two awards,
including video of the year,
while Justin Timberlake,
Coldplay and Beyonce
both had three apiece. The
71-year-old Johnny Cash,
nominated seven times for
“Hurt," won once.
As usual, the most
memorable moments had
nothing to do with the
moonmen trophies.
Besides
Madonna,
Spears and Aguilera's
bump-and-grind number,
there was 50 Cent's pimpa-licous performance of

Washington Post, Down
Beat magazine and other
publications has truly paid
off for us jazz enthusiasts.
His photographic negatives
were stored for more than
thirty years until Gottlieb’s
retirement in 1979, at
which time he began print
ing the negatives.
Gottlieb is now one of
the most honored jazz pho
tographers. His book of
photographs, "The Golden
Age of Jazz," has become
an award-winning classic.
His photos of jazz
greats such as Duke
Ellington, Benny Good
man, Louis Armstrong,
Frank Sinatra, Billie Holi
day and Charlie Parker
have been widely pub
lished in magazines, books
and calendars, on over 250
jazz album and CD covers,
and have appeared in tele
vision documentaries and
major motion pictures.
So, my musical sisters
and brothers, please make
every attempt to visit the
Florida
International
Museum with the kids to
check out Portraits from
the "Golden Age of Jazz."
You may never ever get an
opportunity like this again.
We should all talk to our
kids about America’s origi
nal music and musicians.
Let us do all we can to
"Keep Jazz Alive."

NEWS DEADLINE IS 4:00 P.M. MONDAY

Operation HOPE Hosts Benefit Fashion Show
ST. PETERSBURG On Sept. 18, “Frenzy: An
All-Male
Fashion
Review,” will be presented
at
Bayfront
Center’s
Mahaffey Theater, located
at 400 First Ave. S. The
event, which begins at 7
p.m. in the Sun Pavilion
Room,
will
benefit

treat. Her name is Amanda
Finch; a high school senior
attending Bloomingdale
High School in Brandon.
At age 16, in my estima
tion, she’s already a
bonafide jazz singer who
needs only to pay her dues,
by performing more in
public. Amanda gifted the
audience by singing acappella. She concluded her
appearance by singing a
beautiful duet with Darius
accompanying her on alto
saxophone.
Many who have heard
him play, say that 20-yearold Eric is gifted with a
natural inborn talent. What
Eric displays while play
ing, one cannot learn in the
classroom. He is truly a
musical phenomenon. He
started playing horn at 10
years of age. The church
provided his early lessons.
Although, Eric believes he
is blessed with talent that
comes naturally, he also
attributes his skills to hours

and hours of practicing.
Often, his practice time
equals three to 4 hours
every day. He says he is
now at a level, whereas he
does not have to think
about what he has to play
... "somehow my fingers
know exactly where to go".
Eric is an excellent stu
dent at the University of
Southern Florida with a 3.9
grade point average. He
carries a double major in
marketing and jazz per
formance. His short and
long-term goals respective
ly are to become an inter
national recording artist
and afterwards, to manage
his own record company.
So, please mark your
calendars for the next Jazz
Sunday at The Pier. Make
sure if you see me, you say
"hello." I’ll be looking for
ward to seeing you and
your family enjoying great
jazz together.
Portraits from the
Golden Age of Jazz
By all means you jazz
lovers should take in this
fabulous and fascinating
black & white photo exhib
it by William Gottlieb at
the Florida International
Museum, 100 Second St. in
St. Petersburg. The exhibi
tion ends on Sunday.
■ William Gottlieb’s idea
to photograph the contem
porary jazz scene to illus
trate his columns in The

isn't it nice to see that his
dream has finally come
true?" cracked host Chris
Rock after 50 and company
left the stage.
More people were fa
miliar with Missy Elliott's
“Work It," the most-nomi
nated video, which had

eight nods. The music clip
was loaded with special
effects, dancing and surreal
images. It won the eve
ning's first award, for best
hip-hop video, which Elli
ott picked up after partici
pating in the Madonna trib
ute.

RONALD L. NELSON, PA.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Automobile Accidents
Employment & Labor Law
Nursing Home Negligence
Probate & Wills
General Civil Litigation

John Singleton

(727) 898-9292
341 THIRD STREET SOUTH • ST. PETERSBURG
www.rlnelsonlaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based soley upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to
send you a free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SHAHEED 'S
BACK TO SCHOOL SALE
10 - 50 % OFF SELECTED.ITEMS
Plain Baseball Caps - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Negro League Jerseys (Limited Supply)
Men's UrbanlHip-Hop Wear
Reg. Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11AM - 7 PM
Friday Hours: 11AM - 12:30PM - Reopen at 3PM - 7PM
Sunday and Monday by Appointment

1047 62nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL
Skyway Plaza • (727) 867-1338

. "Egyptian Musk
Custom Blended Fragrances
Many More!
• Dread Caps/Headbands
•Jewelry/Assessories
•Natural Hair Braiding
& Locking
•African Ethnic Attire
• Incense, Oils, Black Soap,
African Shea Butter....More!!!

LOS ANGELES (AP)
- John Singleton has
turned Hollywood Boule
vard into his 'hood.
The “Boyz N the
Hood" director accepted a
star Tuesday on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame
to celebrate the 12th
anniversary
of
the

acclaimed gangland drama
about three friends grow
ing up in South Central Los
Angeles.
Among the celebrities
attending the ceremony
outside the historic Chi
nese Theatre were Lauence
Fishbume, who played the
tough father in “Boyz N

the Hood," and actormodel Tyrese, who starred
in Singleton's 2001 drama
"Baby Boy."
“Everything John said
he would do he has done,"
Fishbume said. "He has a
never-say-die attitude."
The 35-year-old direc
tor wrote the script for
"Boyz N the Hood" as part
of his work as a film stu
dent at the University of
Southern California.
The film helped launch
the acting careers of its
young stars, Cuba Gooding
Jr., Ice Cube and Morris
Chestnut, and earned
Singleton Academy Award
nominations in 1992 for
best director and best
screenplay.
“I am tripping out,"
Singleton said Tuesday. “In
1977, when I was 9 years
old, I had a date with my
dad to go the Chinese
Theatre to see 'Star Wars.'
This is where I learned to
appreciate cinema. I want
to thank my dad for that."
Singleton's other cred
its include “Poetic Justice,"
“Shaft," “Higher Learning"
and “2 Fast 2 Furious." An
anniversary edition of
“Boyz N the Hood" debuts
on DVD Tuesday.

There is a Reason
to Read Tjhc
WeeFfy
Challenger!
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
New Hope Missionary BaptisT
Church--------------------- -------------------------Come, let us worship
the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.
The New Hope family
invites each and every one
to come worship with us
on Sunday.
Sunday School begins
at 9 a.m. with Brenda Ad
ams in charge. Please, par
ents, bring your children
and yourself.
Morning worship will
begin at 10:15 a.m. with a
spirit-filled devotion led by
the deacons of New Hope.

Praise and worship song Bible Study, Tuesday at
service will be rendered by .6:30 p.m.
the Mass Choir under the
• Prayer Band, Thurs
tutelage of Minister of Mu day at 11 a.m.
sic Tony Young and Ver• Youth rehearsal,
nard McKinney. The choir Thursday at 6 p.m.
directress is Bobbie Tam
• Mass Choir rehearsal,
pa.
Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
The Bread of Life will
Upcoming events:
be served by Rev. Carlos
• Unity Day Tea and
Senior of Pleasant Grove Fashion Show, Sept. 14 at
Baptist Church. There will 4 p.m.
be baptism and holy com
• Mass Choir anniver
munion.
sary, Sept. 28 at 4 p.m.
Weekly events:
• Prayer meeting and

Prayer Tower C.O.G.I.C.
“In Thee, o Lord, do I
put my trust. Let me never
be put to confusion. Deli
ver me in Thy righteous
ness and cause me to es
cape. Incline Thing ear un
to me and save me.”
(Psalm 71:1-2)
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the Prayer Tow
er C.O.G.I.C. church fami
ly welcome you with open
arms to worship with us at
any time. We encourage
your continual patronage,
love, fellowship and sup
port of our church. Re
member that Prayer Tower
is the tower of power, so

God Knows Best
Our Father knows what’s best for us So
why should we complain We always
want the sunshine. But He knows there
must be rain and so He tests us often
with sickness and with pain.
Not to hurt or punish us, but so that
we may gain strength to meet with
courage Iife’s troubles, trials and
sorrow, knowing there awaits us the
joy of God’s tomorrow.

you will be uniquely
blessed!
Mission itinerary:
The CWC is preparing
for their Women’s Retreat
Oct. 17-18. Please contact
Charolette Bryant, LaVeme Roberts or Connie
Welch for additional infor
mation. We are encourag
ing all women of Prayer
Tower to participate and
“let us enjoy the Lord to
gether in unity!”
Sunshine Band will be
on Sept. 6 at Bible Way
C.O.G.I.C. It will start at
10 a.m.
The local YPWW

meeting will be at Whee
lers Temple on Sept. 7 and
8.
The tutorial program
will start back on Sept. 8
and break on Dec. 9. The
meetings will be every
Monday and Wednesday at
the church from 5:30-7:30
p.m.
The State Women Con
vention will be in Ft. Lau
derdale from Sept. 10-13.
There will be a church
clean-up day (outside
work) on Sept. 13. All
church members are asked
to come out and support.
Our church will have

the baptismal service at will sing praise unto Thee.
Spa Beach on Sept. 14 at 8 I will worship toward the
a.m. If you are a candidate holy temple and Thy name
or would like to be one, for Thy loving kindness
please turn your name into and for Thy truth, for Thou
hast magnified Thy word
our church secretary.
Free S.A.T. prepara above all Thy name.”
Let us continue to pray
tion classes will be given at
for
our sick and shut-in
the church from 9:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. every Saturday members. Pray and study
the Word of God constant
from Sept. 20-Nov. 14.
The Missionary Circle ly. If I be lifted up from the
will be on Sept. 21 at 4:30 earth, I will draw all men
p.m. All women are asked unto Me. Let everything
that has breath praise the
to wear white.
Verse for the week Lord!
(Psalm 138:1-2) - “1 will
praise Thee with my whole
heart. Before the gods, I

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church-

Prayer Works!

GOD IS GOOD

\ Good Samaritan Bap
tist Church will be cele
brating their pastor’s sec
ond anniversary on Sun
day, Sept. 14.
The first service will
be at Good Samaritan,
1820 - 18th Ave. S„ at 9
a.m.
The second service
will be at Greater St. Paul
M.B. Church, 532 - 33rd
St. S., at 4p.m.

To honor Pastor Larry
R. Williams, Sr., the visit
ing church will be Greater
St. Paul M.B. Church and
their Male Choir. The
hosting church is New Mt.
Zion M.B. Church of
Tampa.
For further informa
tion, call Good Samaritan
Baptist Church at (727)
821-3265 or fax them at
(727) 527-1334.

Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611
Tuesday............................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday........... ...................... Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

p

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP

U

__ ___________

L

CENTRAL

Except God build the

house they labor in
L vain that build it.

O
service

W

Sunday School

S

jj

9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30

»

Evening Worship 6:30

P

Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

Phone
(813) 328-9412

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.
350137th. St. So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

A Woman After

Qods
Own Heart...

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FlOrida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
9:30 a.m.

Sunday School

11:15 a.m.

Bible Study (Monday)

7:00 p.m.

Youth Bible Study (Tuesday)

6:30 p.m.

Prayer (Wednesday)

6:30 p.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)

6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend"

Moore’s Chapel
ygjy AME Church
■HR Rev. James T. Blount ■- Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727)321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

<

Featuring the Stellar Award song "Let
There Be Praise" written by Acclaimed
Producer and Song Writer Joe Pace and
Israel Houghton’s Gospel Radio Hit
"God is Good," with a few of the new
cuts performed by Gary Oliver and
Bishop Leonard Scott on the songs
"Come On Everybody" and "For the Lord
Is Good."

OrdainedMissionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 $95-5239

Elder A.P. Cana/ye, Pastor

Morning Worship

In Stores Now:
Power of Worship and Sound of Praise
CD’s and DVD’s

Spiritually Connected
Cadfor Prayers &
Testimonies

Ps_127;1

CENTER

GRACE

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday SchooJ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

New
CoVenant
Baptist
Church

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1 120 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636
Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid

Prayer/Praise Service
7*70 n.m Wpdnpcdav
Bible Study
8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.

[The Rev. Tarry WllIlams,:
Pastor

The congregation would Me to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you arel
Sunday Service

............ ...8:45 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study ............................

7:00 P M

“Tb« Cburcb of Love, Healing apd Sestoratioi;”,
J b---------------------------------

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School.................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship ........................ 11 a.m.
Baptist Training UniOn............................. 5p.m.
Evening Worship ..................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday................................... . .7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weefifrom cfiurcfi mafies one

(I

weak"

{

continues

Communion
Philadelphia
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at New Trinity Presbyterian

Church--------------------

-------------

To commence the Friday, Sept. 5, at 6 p.m. A
ninth month in our Lord’s church leader who is
year, focus of church fami involved in the CDC minly will be celebration of istry of his local congrega
Holy Communion on tion will share ideas and
Sunday
at
New , insights at this gathering.
Philadelphia. Our Lord’s Members are urged to be
Supper will again be cele on time.
brated in sacred service
The
Doctrine
of
and supplication.
Election is being conclud
All members of New ed at Bible Study weekly
Philadelphia’s CDC min- sessions. Members inter
istry are reminded of a ested in this area of study
very important meeting on should plan to be present

on Thursday at 7 p.m. The
focus of study to follow
this lesson is “Biblical
Fasting.” Materials for
study will be provided.
Trustee Ministry will
meet on Monday, Sept. 8,
at 7 p.m. All members are
urged to be present to
receive some vital infor
mation related to this
important ministry.

Trinity Presbyterian
Church will observe their
annual Women’s/Family
and Friends Day program
on Sunday, Sept. 14.
The Rev. Patricia
Tomblin of Atlanta, Ga.,
will be the featured speak-

at 6:30 p.m. Attorney
Darryl Rouson, president
of the St. Petersburg
branch of the NAACP, is
the keynote speaker for the
ball. For ticket informa
tion, please call St. Peter

The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
Fellowship: Worshipping
God,
Equipping
the
Believers, Evangelizing the
Lost, Ministering effective
ly. (Matthew 19-20).
We have a Community
Food Pantry and clothes

closet that is a Ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church
and Southsode Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
Sept. 7-9 - Counterfiet
Christianity at Northside
Baptist Church
Sept. 13 - Baptist Men

at 6 p.m.
Sept. 13 - Youth Group
at 10 a.m.
Sept. 14 - Fellowship
with Norwood Baptist at
Norwood.
Sept. 28 - Fourth
Sunday Fellowhip after
in^minp . .... ship service.

Travelers’ Rest M.B. Church
“And God saw every
thing that He had made,
and behold, it was very
good.” (Genesis 1:31a)
Rev.. D.
Franklin
Browne and the Travelers’
Rest Church family extend
a hearty welcome to the
Lord’s house. Come and
experience the presence of
the Lord.
The pastor’s seventh
anniversary will be cele

Black Catholic Ministries Holds
Fundraiser Ball for School ———
The Fourth Annual
Bishop's Ball, a fund raiser
for St. Peter Claver
Catholic School in Tampa,
will be held at Higgins Hall
- St. Lawrence Parish in
Tampa, on Friday, Oct. 3,

Worship service will
begin at 11 a.m. with the
Rev. Myron Miller, acting
pastor, and Jacqueline
Ward Williams, president
of the women’s organiza
tion.

Lake Maggiore BaptisT Church

Claver Parish at (813) 2237098, St. Peter Claver
School at (813) 224-0865,
or Francine Candelario in
the Office for Black
Catholic Ministries at
(727) 344-1611.

brated Sept. 15,17,18 and
19, with a banquet at
Banquet Master on Sept.
20 and 21. The entire communityis cordially invited
to share in this appreciation
of love for ourpastor and
first lady.
Worship
times:
Contemporary service, 8
a.m.; Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.; and traditional wor
ship, 11 a.m. Pastor

Browne will preach the
gospel messages, and holy
communion will be served.
Usher Ministry #1 will
serve as doorkeepers* and
the Men’s Ministry will
greet the congregation.
Scheduled activities:
Thursday, Sept. 4 Mid-Day Bible Study, 11
a.m.; Konsonant Choir
rehearsal, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 5 - Praise

Team rehearsal, 6 p.m.;
monthly business meeting,
7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 6 Men’s Ministry breakfast
meeting, 9 a.m.; deacon
esses meeting, 10 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 8 - An
niversary committee meet
ing.
Tuesday, Sept. 9 Trustee Ministry meeting,
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 InterceBible Study, 7:308:30 p.m.
Seeking church mem
bership, please unite with
us. Needing transporta
tion? Contact the office at
(727)822-4869.
Thought for the week:
“For when I am weak, then
lam strong.”

The Lord looks down from heaven, He
sees all the sons of men.
- Psalm 33

GOD ANSWERS
KNEE MAIL

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ChrisT Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Greater 81. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

327-0997

Sunday School....................................... 9:30 a.m.

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Tuesday Night

Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

General Bible Study

TUESDAY

Thursday Night Prayer

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

FRIDAY

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Clyde WilIiams

We welcome you at all times.

PRAYER TIMES

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
wwwJakemaggiore c@vahoo.com

9RHB8T JRNtRI

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class ....... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship................10:30 A.M.

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana

Minister In Training

Sunday Night Disciple Training...................... 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Worship......................................... 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study ....................... 7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Traveler’s Rest

Pentecostal Tcipplc Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:30
10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

“A church working together for the uphuitchng of Qods kingdom”

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH

Rev. Wayne

Missionary BaPtist
Church

G.

Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School, - 9:30 a.m.

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday SchooI...................... 9:30 a.m.
Prcyer/Praise Service (Weds.) Rev. DonaId

Morning Worship - lf:OO a.m.

Come WorshIp With
the FIrst Baptist FAMILY

F. Browne

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

Sunday Morning Bible Class .... ... 9:00 a.m..
Sunday Morning Worship................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ....... .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ............ . . .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ...... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . .7:00 p.m.

3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, FL
PHONg: 323-751 8

John A. Evans

Sunday Worship............................................ .....11:00 a.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 PM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.

Sunday School....................................................... 9:30 a.m.

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
. 7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

820 20th Street South
Pastor John A. Evans

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

SUNDAY

Sunday School 10.00 a.m.

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Friendship

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!
octorate

Home Sti

y ^.yaflable

ZZlOF2. ZJ~>rLC>C}rV£^5'LlJ'£,

3455 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.

955 - 20th Street SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
PhOne: 894-4311

Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

www.mzprogressive.org

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabav.rr.com

Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.

"Church of The Open Door -

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

anftffi37-607I

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration"

1903

SSID'HOW BIBlL COLLEGE d
| -a; "W’l e
„
’L

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

2003

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

ree 877-428-6581
6 E. Genesee St
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Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., the official church staff
and the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family welcome your pres
ence this Sunday for wor
ship service and to all
church-related events dur
ing the week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with devotion led by
the Deacons Ministry. The
Voices of Friendship (all
choirs) and the #1 Ushers
will serve in both services,
and Pastor Evans will
preach the divine Word of
God.
Church School com
mences at 9:30 a.m. with

the Superintendent in
charge. A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise
Team.
The Lord’s Supper will
be administered at both the
7 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.
“And as they did eat,
Jesus took bread and
blessed, and brake it and
gave it to them and said,
‘Take, eat - this is My
body.’” (Mark 14:22)
Schedule of events:
The National Baptist
Convention U.S .A., Inc.,
will convene in Kansas
City, Mo., Sept. 8-12.

Tuesday, Sept. 9, youth
church enrichment and all
Youth Ministries. Please
plan to attend.
Wednesday, Sept. 10,
Noonday Bible Study; also
from 12-2 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving lunch
to all needy in the commu
nity; 7 p.m., Prayer
Service, Praise Team,
proclamation, Bible Study,
book of Luke.
Applicants
wanted:
The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church Music Min
istry is accepting resumes
for an organist. If you are
interested or know of
someone, please contact

the church office at (727)
906-8300 or the Minister of
Music John Frazier at (727)
866-1172.
We are remembering
all our sick and shut-in
members in prayer and
love knowing that a phone
call or a visit can really lift
one’s spirit when confined
in our homes or any med
ical facility. Bereaved fam
ily: Minister Mack Harvey
in the tragic loss of his
loved one.
Other pertinent news
can be found in the church
bulletin that’s passed out
each Sunday during serv
ice. To God be the glory.

Green Family Honored as “Family of the
Year”

ST. PETERSBURG - Belinda Green and family were honored as "Family of the Year" at St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church on Aug. 10. Standing behind Lesley and Belinda Green (l-r) is Pastor Brian K.
Brown. Members of the "Family of the Year" committee pose with the Greens (l-r) Bertha Waller, Alma
Scott, Dorothy Gilliam and Beatric Coming.

First new U.S. Catholic University in 40
Years Opens in Florida—------------ ----------- NAPLES, Fla. (AP) - effort to prepare this cam
Ave Maria University, the pus, to obtain state licens
nation's first new Roman ing, to recruit faculty and
Catholic university in four staff and recruit the stu
decades, opened Tuesday dents," university President
with much fanfare and a Nicholas J. Healy said.
Mass attended by the 101 "It's a very satisfying
students at its temporary achievement." ,
The interim campus is
campus.
The university was in a converted senior citi
begun by Domino's Pizza zens center that never
founder
Thomas
S. opened and includes stu
Monaghan, a former owner dent and faculty housing, a
of the Detroit Tigers. He is library, a computer lab, a
also chairman of Ypsilanti; student center and a chapel ,
Mich .-based Ave Maria as well as faculty and
College, the new school's administrative buildings
sister institution.
and athletic fields.
"It's an extraordinarily
The $220-million per
exciting day because it's a manent campus, which is
culmination of a yearlong scheduled to be ready for

students in the fall of 2006,
will cover approximately
750 acres east of Naples.
The project will include a
town, also named Ave
Maria, and a golf course,
built on an additional 5,000
acres.
It will be developed
through a partnership
between Ave Maria and the
Barron Collier Cos., an
agricultural, real estate and
landholdings firm estab
lished by the founder of
Collier County and operat
ed by his family.
Healy said that by the
time they move into the
new campus, he hopes to
have 650 undergraduate

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA

“ The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference”

(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810

ii:OOAM ...___ ..................Worshijr

12:30 I’Vl After Service Fellowship

Cultural Arts Programs After School

Mon., Wed., Friday -6:00pm . 8:00pm
Free Registration

Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
Ail (727) 821-9472

Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591
Rev. Constance I). Samuels - Pastor

Bus ministry provided for all services •

Your presence is welcomed

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School ......................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . .................. .. ................. .11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ................................................ ..
.7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday).......... 6:00 p.m.
International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

JNeftr ^htlahelphta Cnmmunttv Church
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Rev. Joseph Gordon

505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship.................................... :7:45 a.m.
Sunday SchooI ....................... ........... 9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship..................... ..10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union..................................... 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship........... V^tednesday 7:00 p.m.
BibIe Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Cfiurcfi where everyone is 'Wefcotne/

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
CIearwater, Aorida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Personage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor
Sunday Services

Sunday Service ........................................................ . .8:00 a.m.
Sunday School.......................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship ... .................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .................................................... 5:00 p.m.

Sunday School...................................9:30 am.
Morning Worship.................
..11 a.m,
'Night Worship........................................ 7 pm.
Tuesday Bfole Class........................ ;... 8 pm.
Friday ToryService............................. ,;8p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School................. 11 ctfjV

Weekly Services

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prefer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
The church where everyhoch) is somehoefy andChrist is af(.

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH

St. Joseph Church

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 53712
CIifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
1813) 822-2455

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Prayer Tower Church 0£ God In Christ

2120-19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL
EIder CIarence WeIch, Pastor

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

St. Jo fin Missionary "Baptist Cfiurcfi

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Church School..... 1.9:30* Wednesday Youth
Morning Worship.
11:00 a.m.
fJi&I
B.T.U....................
\ Thursday Prayer & Churdh J
Evening Worship,,
. 6:00 p.m. * School Study....,,,,.,7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Evening
1st & 2nd
SR.
Bible Class.............. .7:30 p.m. :
Choir Rehearsal....11:00 a.m.

- “The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody” ,

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry .......
Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry................
........... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry
............. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............. . . .
........... Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Sunday Services:
Church School..................
9am
Praise & Worship Services .....................
10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.................
6:30pm
Bible Study........................................................................................... 7pm

2550 9th Avenue S. St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship.
............................ 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................
............................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............
.......................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union..
....................... ....4:30 p.m.
Communion......................
.7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays........................ ................................... .............7:30 p.m.

2611 5th Ave. • St. Pclcrsbuig. PL. 33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210

Morning Worship............................................................
8:00a.m.
Sunday School...........................................................................
9:30a.m.
11 Prescott Street South
Mid-Morning Worship .................................................................... 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class wed................................
7:00p.m.
Sunday Morning Study_____10:00 AM
EIder: Tony Smith
Morning Worship_________ 11:00 AM
Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430

Communion is observed quarterIy
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

Plea&aniGkuteh

Sunday Morning Worship
10 aan.
Church SchooI & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 pan.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

SSSgS
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“The Lord is great and is to be
highly praised; His greatness is
beyond understanding.”
Psalms 145:3

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
9:00 AM .................... .Prayer Time
9:30 AM .......................... .Sunday School

Dear Father, You Have Given So Much; Give
One Thing More - A Grateful Heart.

students and 350 graduate
students. Officials hope to
have an eventual enroll
ment of 5,000 students.
The current students
are taking the core liberal
arts classes required of
freshmen and sophomores theology, philosophy, his
tory, natural science, litera
ture, language and math.
Within a year, nine majors
and two graduate degrees
will be available. The inter
im campus also serves as a
course site for Ave Maria
College in Ypsilanti.

2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Sunday Masses Are At:
9 aatn. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
_______
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S„ St. Pete, FL 33712
<813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Schoo110 a.m.

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW5:30 p.m. Sunday

Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

Join us as we Tift up the name ofJesus
Rev.. Calvin Hopkins
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“To QocfBe The Qfory"
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NATIONAL NEWS
First HBCU Business Summit Sets New
National Urban League Honors Altria
Standards-------- -------- ----------------------- — Executives------------------- - ---------by Alvin A. Reid
ST. LOUIS (NNPA) The first Historicically
Black
Colleges
and
Universities
Schools
(HBCUs) of Business sum
mit concluded recently in
St. Louis, and HarrisStowe
State
College
President Dr. Henry Givens
called the gathering "a
watershed in AfricanAmerican history."
HBCU
presidents,
deans of business schools
and other educators took
part in the four-day confer
ence, held at the Marriott
Pavilion. "The Power of
Partnerships" was held in
collaboration with the
White House Initiative on
HBCUs.
"The fact that so many
African-American business
leaders are graduates of
historically black colleges
and universities suggests
that HBCUs are doing an
outstanding job of prepar
ing graduates for success in
business," Givens said. "By
(HBCUS) pooling our
resources, we can do an

even better job."
Sixty deans met with
private business leaders
and government officials to
address opportunities and
challenges associated with
enhancing business pro
grams and initiatives.
Topics included:
•
Increasing
em
ployment recruiting from
HBCU schools of business
by major corporations.
•
Increasing by 30to 50-percent those HBCU
schools of business recog
nized by accrediting asso
ciations.
•
Increasing Afri
can-American representa
tion in business fields
through internships, coop
erative study and faculty
recruitment and
• Providing improving
curricula and increasing the
number of minority stu
dents entering business
career fields.
"I know first-hand the
pivotal role that HBCUs
play for thousands of stu
dents, and I am pleased to
share with you the (Bush)

administration's support for
HBCUs," said Rod Paige,
U.S. Secretary of Educa
tion, an alumnus of Jackson
State University and for
mer dean of the Texas
Southern University Col
lege
of
Education.
Ironically, the summit
closed on the same that the
US. Supreme Court ruled
that affirmative action pro
grams could be used to
determine college entrance.
The Bush administration
had called the University of
Michigan admissions pro
grams "quota systems,"
however the conservative
Supreme Court disagreed.
"The business playing
field is still uneven for
African Americans," Gi
vens said. "Too many Afri
can Americans are still
inadequately prepared in
terms of education, net
working, mentoring and
experience to compete for
the best business posi
tions."
A highlight of the sum
mit was special recognition
of Sybil Mobley, retiring

dean of the Florida A&M
University (FAMU) School
of Business and Industry.
Mobley is ending 58 years
of service to FAMU, and
"has dedicated her life to
involving the corporate
community in developing
the "best and the brightest"
talent for leadership posi
tions in a global economy."
She was honored at
FAMU
on
Saturday
evening and a $2 million
endowed chair in her name
is being established. The
endowed chair will be pre
sented by honorary chair
person, August A. Busch
IB, at The Sybil C. Mobley
Gala in Tallahassee, Fla.
During her tenure as
dean, she brought national
prominence to the Florida's
business programs and the
"New York Times" called
her school, "one of the top
five business schools and
one that major American
companies say the top busi
ness schools would do well
to emulate."

Education Department, ABC Radio
Networks Launch Education Campaign
to Help Close the Achievement Gap —WASHINGTON, DC Secretary of Education Rod
Paige recently announced a
new partnership with ABC
Radio Networks to help
inform the African-Ameri
can community about the
historic No Child Left
Behind Act through a new
national radio campaign
entitled, “Closing the Edu
cational
Achievement
Gap.”
“We have an education
emergency in the United
States of America. Nation
ally, blacks score lower on
reading and math tests than
their white peers. But it
doesn’t have to be that way.
We need to collectively
focus our attention on this
problem - all children can
learn. We have to make
sure that every single child
gets our best attention.
“We also need to help
African-American parents
understand how this his
toric new education law
can specifically help them
and their children. For this
reason, we have formed a
partnership with ABC
Radio Networks’ Urban
Advantage Network to help
inform parents that their
child can get the best edu
cation possible,” said
Paige. “The No Child Left
Behind Act is the tool to
make that happen.”
No Child Left Behind
urges parents to take charge
of their child’s education
by asking questions, get
ting real answers and mak
ing changes in their chil
dren’s education. As part of
the campaign, all 240 of
ABC
Radio’s
Urban
Advantage Network affili
ates will air detailed mes
sages about bridging the
achievement gap between
African-Americans
stu
dents and other students of
different ethnic back
grounds. In addition, the
messages will give tips to

parents informing them on
what steps to take to ensure
that their child is not left
behind. The spots will.fea
ture Paige in a 30-second
message emphasizing the
importance of this problem
and how parents may be
eligible for free, govern
ment-sponsored tutoring or
other extra help.
“The ‘Closing the Edu
cational Achievement Gap’
campaign is a step in the
right direction to help in
form the African-American
community about their
right to a quality educa
tion,” said Traug Keller,
president of ABC Radio
Networks. “We are pleased
to be working with the U.S.
Education Department and
anticipate a positive out
come during this national
campaign.”
The U.S. Department
of Education is committed
to eliminating the achieve
ment gap between disad
vantaged and minority chil
dren and their peers. To
achieve this goal, No Child
Left
Behind
requires
schools to monitor the per
formance of various sub
groups of their students,
including African Ameri
cans, Hispanics, and low-

income students. Each sub
group must be making ade
quate yearly progress (as
defined by the state)
toward the goal of 100 per
cent proficiency on state
standards in math and read
ing by the 2013-2014
school year.
I “ABC’s Urban Advan
tage Network can be heard
by 93 percent of all Afri
can Americans every week,
making it the perfect medi
um to provide vital infor
mation to the community,”
said Kevin Miller, senior
vice president and chief
marketing officer of ABC
Radio Networks. “Urban
consumers are loyal listen
ers who seek and receive a
connection with the com
munity through urban radio
and personalities such as
Tom Joyner and Doug
Banks.”
The No Child Left Be-

hind Act of 2001, which
President Bush signed in
January 2002, states and
school districts will devel
op strong systems of ac
countability based upon
student performance. The
new law also gives states
and school districts in
creased local control and
flexibility, removing feder
al red tape and bureaucracy
and putting decision mak
ing in the hands of those at
the local and state levels.
Parents of children from
disadvantaged
back
grounds will have options
under the new law to par
ticipate in public school
choice programs or obtain
supplemental services such
as tutoring. Also, teachers
around the country will be
encouraged to use teaching
methods based upon scien
tific research that show
they have been proven to

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Female executives presented with Donald H. McGannor
icated service

Marc H. Morial (center), president and chief executive officer of the National Urban League, is flanked by
recipients of the Donald H. McGannon Award. The honorees, all executives of the Altria family of companies,
are (left to right): Vernon E. Martin, Jr., director, human resources, Philip Morris USA; and, from govern
ment affairs policy and outreach, Altria Corporate Services: Edna R. Moore, director; Rita Kay Green, senior
manager; and A. Shuanise Washington, vice president.
PITTSBURGH, Penn.
- The National Urban
League honored four fe
male executives of the
Altria family of companies
with the prestigious Donald
H. McGannon Award dur
ing the League's 2003
Annual Conference.
The award is presented
to individuals who epito
mize the commitment to
equal opportunity and com
munity enrichment of
Donald McGannon, a for
mer president of the
National Urban League
Board of Trustees.
Marc H. Morial, presi
dent and chief executive
officer of the National
Urban League, presented
the awards on July 29 to
three executives of Altria
Corporate Services, Inc., a
subsidiary of Altria Group,
Inc., and two executives of
Philip Morris USA, an
operating company of
Altria Group.
The award recipients
from Altria Corporate Ser
vices were Rita Kay Green,
Edna R. Moore, Tina Walls

and A. Shuanise Wash
ington.
In
presenting
the
awards, Morial said: "Don
ald H. McGannon's career
and life epitomized a pro
found commitment to equal
opportunity. Today's recip
ients ... have exemplified
the highest of Mr. McGannon's ideals through their
dedication to breaking
down barriers, widening
the doors of equal opportu
nity and developing corpo
rate programs that empow
er African Americans
and individuals of color."
Washington, in accept
ing the commendations on
behalf of the Altria family
of companies, said, "For
more than 50 years, the
Altria family has supported
the League's efforts to
empower individuals to
build better lives for them
selves, their families, and,
by extension, enrich the
African-American commu
nity. Our collaboration
with the League represents
more than an altruistic ges
ture, but a sound invest

ment in developing future
generations of AfricanAmerican leadership."
Washington, vice pres
ident of government affairs
policy and outreach at
Altria Corporate Services,
has served in a variety of
sales and external and gov
ernment affairs positions
within the Altria family of
companies for more than
16 years.
Green, senior manager
for constituency relations
in government affairs poli
cy and outreach, is respon
sible , for establishing and
maintaining high-quality
relationships with stake
holder organizations at
both the local and national
level while working toward
Altria's corporate responsi
bility goals. She joined
Philip Morris USA in 1983
and held a variety of sales
management
positions
before joining Altria Cor
porate Services in 2000.
Moore is director of
government affairs policy
and outreach. She directs
activities related to "Know

Your Money," a national
economic empowerment
program developed and
implemented in partnership
with the National Urban
League and several of its
Young Professionals chap
ters.
Walls is senior vice
president, corporate affairs,
Philip Morris USA. She is
responsible for directing
the company's i nternal and
external communications,
public affairs activities,
corporate responsibility ef
forts and community rela
tions. Walls joined Philip
Morris in 1985.
Also honored was
Vernon Martin, who joined
Philip Morris USA as a
recruiting manager in 1994
and now serves as director,
human resources for field
sales, Southeast Region for
the company. One of his
key responsibilities is
enhancing and building
organizational develop
ment.

Hires
Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
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HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence

the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky

numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life; She

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
i-Hillary Williams

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Democracy

from pg. 1

Niran Malaolu, left, is congratulated by His Excellency Governor Otunba
Daniel of Ogun State, Nigeria, after being sworn in as the governor's
Commissioner for Information and Strategy on July 3. Malaolu, a former
newspaper editor, is a graduate student in the Journalism Studies program at
USF St. Petersburg.
photo courtesy ogun State Ministry of Information & Strategy

General Sani Abacha, took
over Nigeria in November
1993. "Before he died [in
1998],". Malaolu recalled,
"the nation had become
almost ungovernable. He
was very brutal, organizing
phantom coups. They used
that to round up the public
and put people in jail."
"All of a sudden they
came"

On Dec. 28, 1997,
Malaolu was arrested; the
government claimed trea
son. The editor for the
independent publication,
The Diet, Malaolu had no
warning or indication that
he was under governmental
suspicion.
Taken by soldiers,
along with three other co
workers, Malaolu was
chained and placed into
solitary
confinement.
Brought before a judge
three weeks later, Malaolu
was sentenced to life
imprisonment.
Malaolu
who had been married
since 1993, would be taken
away from his wife and
two sons, one of which was

only two months old.
Isolated for much of
his time at Katsina prision,
Malaolu wasn’t allowed to
talk to anybody. Tom from
his family and subjected to
torture, his feelings of con
fusion and anger often
intensified over the politi
cal scheme behind arrest.
"They said that I was
involved in the coup, which
was not true," he said.
"They said that they were
not comfortable with my
views and what I Was writ
ing."
He also believes that
there was another factor
behind his arrest as well stemming from his close
friendship with an Ameri
can Embassy worker. Only
a few weeks prior to his
arrest, Malaolu’s friend had
visited him in Lagos and
Abeoukuta. "Apparently
they were uncomfortable
with the Americans," Ma
laolu said about the gov
ernment. "That actually
gave them an impetus to
grab me."
After Abacha died, the

regime began to falter. Un
der the new government,
led by Gen. Abdulsalam
Abubakar, Malaolu’s sen
tence was reduced to 15
years.
On March 4, 1999, "in
the spirit of national recon
ciliation," Malaolu, along
with several other political
detainees, were released.
He had served fourteen
months.
A New Beginning

Pressured to commit to
democracy, Malaolu said,
the government organized
an election that brought
President Olusegun Obas
anjo, a former military dic
tator, into power in May
1999. Although overshad
owed by talks of ballot rig
ging, Obsananjo was re
elected in April 2003 - a
testament to a successfully
organized civilian govern
ment, Malaolu said.
"This gave a lot of
Nigerians the feeling that
the nation [was] now ready
for democracy. Having sur
vived...under the military,
Nigerians have now come

to the belief that the worst
of democracy is better than
the best of military rule."
Since his imprison
ment, Malaolu has been
published in several jour
nals, including the BBC
Magazine. He has given
lectures on human rights
and journalism at Nigerian
institutions, as well as the
University of Lagos and
the Nigerian Institute of
Journalism. Malaolu also
served as executive direc
tor and deputy editor-inchief of the Lagos-based
daily, The Anchor, from
1999-2001. Two of the
poems he penned while
imprisoned, "Behold the
Picture" and "Grafitti,"
have been recognized by
the International Library of
Poetry for "The Best of
Poets and Poems," in 2001
and 2002, respectively.
With the recent elec
tions, Otumba Gbenga
Daniel became the gover
nor of Malaolu’s home
town state of Ogun. On
July 3, Malaolu was sworn
in as the new commissioner
of information and strategy.
Serving a four-year tenure,
Malaolu will be responsi
ble for communicating the
issues of the government to
the people, particularly to
people in rural areas.
He looks forward
working with Daniel, a per
son he describes as "a man
of vision, very committed
and determined to create a
change in the policies of
Nigeria."
"I want to ensure that
Nigeria is taken towards
the path of peace, stability,
and economic progress,"
Malaolu said. "I am com
mitted to ensuring that that
kind of thing doesn’t hap
pen anymore. I am commit-

Transitional Leader Says No to War
Crimes Tribunal in Liberia---------------bv Gabriel Packard
(IPS/GIN) - There are
no plans for a war crimes
tribunal in Liberia, says the
chairman of the country’s
new transitional govern
ment.
A tribunal "would
make more bad than good
for Liberia," Gyude Bryant
reportedly said, adding,

"Liberians [need] to move
their country forward."
Bryant did say, howev
er, that a recently signed
peace treaty provides for a
truth and reconciliation
commission.
Liberia’s president of
nearly 14 years stepped
down last month and went
into exile after intemation-

al pressure and advancing
rebel forces, The country
he left to the transitional
government remains bat
tered and war tom after
more than a decade of civil
war.
"The transitional gov
ernment will have its hands
full just trying to heal the
nation, disarm combat-

ants...restore such basic j
amenities as electricity, j
water,
hospitals
and ■
schools...and
organize [
credible elections," said !
Bryant, who will take over j
from the current leader of ’
the transitional government t
later this year.

Oil Spill Blaze in Ogoni Burns Farms,
Pollutes Streams------- ------------------------LAGOS (IRIN) Crude oil from a ruptured
oil pipeline caught fire,
destroying farmland and
polluting streams in the
Ogoni area of southeastern
Nigeria, residents said on
Monday.
Residents of Gio, a
small Ogoni community 40
km east of Port Harcourt,
said they were roused from
their sleep in the early
hours of Friday by a loud
bang as crude oil gushing
from the broken pipeline
caught fire.
"Large tracts of farm
land belonging to the Gio
community were destroyed
by the fire, with the oil pol
luting the streams where
we get our drinking water,"
Levura Gbaan, one resident
of Gio, told IRIN. He said
the fire had died down, but
it was still smoldering and
had covered much of Gio
and neighboring communi-

ties in smoke and soot.
A Shell spokesman
said an emergency re
sponse team sent to the site
of the blaze on Friday was
prevented from reaching
the site by angry village
youths, who demanded
immediate compensation
from the oil company .
He said Shell was con
sulting with community
leaders about sending in a
joint investigation team to
discover the cause of the
pipeline burst and arrange
clean up.
Ledum Mitee, the
leader of the Movement for
the Survival of Ogoni Peo
ple (MOSOP), a minority
rights group, told IRIN that
the pipeline had probably
been ruptured by corrosion
or by oil thieves tapping
into it to steal crude, an
activity known locally as
bunkering.
MOSOP recently com

plained to the police that
oil thieves in the area were
being aided by armed men
in police uniforms. These
"policemen" had been seen
escorting tanker trucks to
sites where crude oil was
tapped illegally from pipe
lines . MOSOP expressed
concern that the police
authorities had taken no
action to halt these activi
ties.
Shell pulled out of
Ogoniland 10 years ago
following violent protests
by local people, angry at
the environmental degrada
tion caused by the oil
industry and at their failure
to share in the wealth it
produced on their land.
The company's rela
tionship with the Ogoni
community further deterio
rated after MOSOP foun
der and renowned author,
Ken Saro-Wiwa, was
hanged in 1995 along with

eight other Ogoni activists
on murder charges. Human
rights organisations said
the trial was flawed and the
military government of the
time pressed ahead with the
executions" to crack down
on protests by the Ogonis,
which were seen as damag
ing oil exports.
However, several pipe
lines still carry crude oil
through Ogoniland from
Shell oil fields in other
parts of the Niger Delta to
the company's main export
terminal at Bonny, on the
Atlantic coast.
The Nigerian govern
ment and oil companies say
up to 15 percent of the
country's two million bar
rels per day oil production
is taken illegally taken
from pipelines in the Niger
Delta
and
smuggled
abroad.

PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR ADS TO:
smfaith @ tampabay .rr.com /,

OBITUARIES
St PETERSBURG
RITES

BLACK,
BETTY
FRAZIER, 55, died August
26,2003. Survivors include

her husband, Eddie; two
brothers, James (Marilyn)
Frazier, Ft. White, Fla., and
George (Helen) Frazier,
Alachua; two sisters, Mae
Sue
(Otis)
Hooper,
Brooklyn,
N.Y.,
and
Shirley Frazier, Alachua;
her mother-in-law, Beulah
Savage;
seven
aunts,
Martha Watson, Catherine
Perry, Mildred Queen,
Laura Bonds, Ruth Miller,
Minnie Cherry and Mabie
Frazier; three uncles, Willie
Frauir,
Freddie
Lynn
(Annie) Miller and Augusta
(Lucille) Miller; a special
cousin, Mae Lois Frazier;
five nieces, Tara Clarke,

Katona Frazier. Bettina
Frazier, Nikki Jammer and
LaShandra Jenkins; and
several other relatives and
friends. McRae Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

BRIGHT, HENRY A.,
63, died August 26, 2003.

SM1TH

FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
H
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family tp yours”

«gg«

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Survivors include Edward
Robert (Selma) Bright,
Comeatha (Roy) Chance,
Elder Van R. (Doris)
Snead, Glenda Bright,
Gladys Bright, Beulah
Brown, Eva Edwards, Lois
Snead, Phyllis (William)
Monarca, Essie Gilbert,
Paula
Scott,
Debra
(Charles) Conway, Loretta
Bright,
Lisa
Bright,
Patricia Bright, Teresa
Skelton, Michele Bright,
Brenda Bright, Charles
Gilbert, Michael Bright,
Thomas Bright, Tyrone
Bright, Velma Ross, Annie
Pearl Yopp, Jr. Yopp, Annie
Ward, Elder E.S. (Carrie)
Spearman,
Elder
Dr.
Kenneth
(Marie)
Spearman, Rose Marie
(Rev. George) Verren,
Mary
Lee
Edwards,
Edward Yopp, Dwight
Campbell, Jeff and Doug
Edwards,
Joan,

Mondestine,
Margaret
(Sonny), and several other
relatives
and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.
CONYERS, DAWN
“DEI-DEI” LATRIZ, 35,
died August 22, 2003.
Survivors include her son,
Dion Michael Goldboume,

Jr.; her mother, Beatriz
“Gei”
Conyers-Harvey;
four sisters, Yokemia (YaiYai_
Letriz
Conyers,
Mackemia
(Mei-Mei”
Clyntell Harvey, Miami,
Angela Harvey and Sharon
Tanksley, St. Petersburg;
three brothers, Machgel
“Mike” Clynton Harvey,
Delray Beach, George

Alderman and Michael
Thomas, St. Petersburg;
and several nieces, one
Godson, aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends. McRae
Funeral
Home,
St.
Petersburg.

"It’s all taken care of ”

A FuII Service Firm

Robert C. Young
Funeral Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street
(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)
Clearwater, FL

442-2388

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)

Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)
Elite Services/Deluxe $3,599.00

These were the words that
brought calm to me when nr
family member passed away.
She had already taken cafe
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers, BN
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

Cremations

Founder/Executive Director

Lisa M. Speights-Harley, L.F.D.

832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-515-9491

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

(727) 895-6005
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
MEET
YOUR
M ATCH

Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:
African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

Section 8 Housing
3.4,5 Bedrooms For Rent
in St. Petersburg & Gulfpljj

(813) 244-7388

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION. INC.

“Wien You Need Quality

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
9-11-33

LAKEWOOD BUILDING
2500 - 9th street south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Lic.#ER130123I2

DEANIE K. VICTOR
Manager

On Dental Services
Includes FREE Prescription, Vision
and Chiropractic Plans

DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*Health*Dental«Vision
DisabilityCommercial
Liability & Bonds Also
Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

42-45-50

CA$H 3
291 378 864

149

618 593 870415

4- 5 6-2 3-7

5- 8 1-3 6-4

r

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.
For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

THERE

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources Counseling:
(727) 384-8336 or (727) 449-8336

A Unique Professionll
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
&HHA./CNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

n

H AVE A
NICE DAY

PLEASE E-MAIL
JLdJLd
S

It's About Time!!!

IS ONLY

"Genesis Entertainment Presents"

ONE

GROWN & SEXY THURSDAY SOCIAL

RACE IN

THIS
HOTLINE NUMBERS

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

Bonded & Insured

(727) 864-6675

5^

‘Deanie IQs Beauty SaCon

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

www.africanaonline.com

www.toonari.com

has employment opportuni
ties available..
Please call our jobline or
visit our website for
an up-to-date list of our
openings.
Jobline: (727) ^1-4819x8
website:
www.boleycenters.org

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Craftsmanship ”

(727) 492-8195
SAVE UP TO

Boley Centers for
Behavioral Health Care

The HospIce

PHONE (727) 894-1734
FAX (727) 894-1736

School Jams pMWB

Hip Hop

WORLD -

Spoken Word * Comedy

GOD

THE

When: Every Thursday Beginning August 28.2003
Where: Club Excalibur, 1919 Central Ave. St. Petersburg

BLE&S
AMERICA

HUMAN

^Pf.nIwCWtelB

jg

Spoken Word 'Old Sthool Hip I Iop K&B \i-w Sihuol l.nii'-

RACE

I .idles Night Old School Hip llnp K&R New

hool Lun^

"3rd Ihiirstlny
Comedian Showcase 'Old School l bp l lop R&.B “Il's Jams

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) You can expect to face opposition on
the home front. Take your time be fore making personal deci
sions. You need to do more research before you make your final
decision. Talk to those in a position of power about your inten
tions.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Go out with friends. Your stub
bornness coupled with your mate's jealousy don't make for a
favorable time. Be honest in your communication and don't lose
your cool. Your love will not be willing to listen to your criti

cism.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Your tendency to vacillate will
drive everyone crazy. You may be out of sorts If you have been
extravagant or have let children or friends take advantage of you
financially. You must take care not to over exert yourself if
involved in sports. You might get behind if you spend too much
time debating senseless issues.
CANCER (June 22-July 22)
Relationships will become
stronger. Don't let friends convince you that you should con

tribute to something you don't believe in. Call siblings or old
friends to catch up on recent news. You will find the perfect out
fit if you shop this week.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You will learn a great deal from people
with different cultural backgrounds. Don't push your mate away.
You need to make changes that will raise your self esteem, such
as a new hairstyle or a new image. Finish off old projects before

L ollege Night- Dance Mimi lethno' Reggae Pop Ac Koi k

For More Information Please Phone
(727) 577-5266
"Something for Everyone"

YOUR AD COULD BE

** Dress code will be enforced. No Sneakers, T-Shirts,
Tank Tops or Caps please.

uede:
n t lx t

"Remember this is a Grown and Sexy upscale event"

WORKING FOR YOU!

CALL OR STOP

THERE IS A
REASON TO READ
THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

IN

TODAY

starting something new.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You will find it easy finalizing per
sonal papers if you make an effort. Friends and relatives may not
understand your needs. Your lover may be annoyed if you have
been flirtatious or not attentive to their needs. Stomach problems

could prevail if you haven't been watching your diet.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Don't let your emotions interfere with
moneymaking deals. If your lover tries to curtail your freedom,
it may lead to conflict. Lovers will be less than accommodating,
and decisions regarding personal direction a necessity. Your
ability to organize and get everyone together will enhance your
popularity and bring interest from potential mates.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Be prepared to take advantage of
your good fortune. Things may not be as they sound. You may
find yourself caught in a triangle. Romantic opportunities are
evident if you get involved in large groups or organizations.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Your ability to charm others
will bring added popularity. You can make changes to your
home that will be pleasing to all concerned. Your unique contri
bution to the organization will enhance your reputation. Resist
any idle chatter.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Don't exaggerate. Relatives
will not agree with the way you are dealing with your personal

problems. Take your time; do not make any decisions in haste.

lh> Weekly
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Travel and social activity will bring about interesting talks, not

to mention contacts.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Avoid disputes with family;
their complaints can't change anything anyway. Real estate

The Weekly Challenger

investments could be to your ad vantage. Try not to take every
thing so seriously. You can't live your life for others.

Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) If you can include them in your
plans, do so. You can expect your mate to get fed up and make
the choices for you or back off completely. Avoid functions that
will bring you in contact with those you find difficult to get
along with. Keep calm. Someone around you is bouncing off the
walls.

2500 Dr. M L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Subscription:
Mail

Home DeliVery

Annual

6 Months
$18
10

$30
18

Name
Address
City

State

Zip Code

Phone
Is this a renewal?___ If so, who is your carrier?

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make checks payable to: The Weekly Challenger
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WOMAN’S WORLD
AIDS Complicates Breastfeeding Advice in Africa
by Asjylyn Loder
WeNews Correspondent
(WOMENSENEWS)
-"It's a terrible choice,"
said Carol Huotari. "The
transmission percentage is
14 percent. You don't know
if that 86 percent is going
to be you or not."
Huotari, manager for
the Center for Breast
feeding Information at La
Leche League Interna
tional, is talking about the
risks that an HIV-positive
mother will transmit her
disease to her baby through
breastfeeding and whether
that mother should feed her
baby formula instead.
Worldwide, more than
800,000 children under 14
contracted HIV in 2001.
According to the United
Nations, 90 percent were
infected with HTV through
pregnancy, birth or breast
feeding.
For all HIV-positive
mothers, therefore, breast
feeding poses a concern.
But for women in subSaharan Africa the question
of whether to breastfeed
has become highly charged
as a result of an increasing
ly influential but uncorrob
orated study that indicates
that mothers who exclu
sively breastfeed might run
a lower risk of transmitting
HTV to their newborn.
Ethical
questions
raised
In a region where for

mula-fed infants are six
times as likely to die as
their breastfed counter
parts, the study raised
imposing ethical questions.
Should HIV positive moth
ers be advised and assisted
to exclusively breastfeed?
Or, despite the potentially
decreased risk, should the
focus be on reducing trans
mission by encouraging
exclusive formula feeding
where that is possible?
Reaction to the study
has opened a confusing
debate between the power
ful breastfeeding lobby La
Leche League International
and agencies such as the
World Health Organization
(WHO), the United Nations
Children's Fund and the
Joint
United
Nations
Program on HIV/AIDS.
Women constitute an
estimated 58 percent of the
29.4 million people infect
ed with HIV, in the region
and many women may not
even know if they are HIV
positive. The region leads
the world in mother-tochild transmission of HTV.
The debate is compli
cated by poverty and cul
tural norms. The per-capita
income in sub-Saharan
Africa was $407 in 2001,
according to the World
Bank, meaning few moth
ers can afford formula. In
addition, a new mother
who fails to put her baby to
the breast may publicly

brand herself HIV positive,
a stigma that may cut her
off from community sup
port. In addition, formula is
expensive, hard to come by,
and potentially lethal for
infants if mixed with con
taminated water.
But a mother trying to
exclusively
breastfeed
faces another set of obsta
cles, including maintaining
a supply of pumped breast
milk for when she is away
from her infant as well as
lessons in how to properly
attach her infant and main
tain breast health so as to
reduce the risk of HIV
transmission. Traditional
community practices of
feeding infants potions and
sugar waters will compli
cate any attempt to encour
age exclusive breastfeed
ing, especially when moth
ers must be away from their
infants in order to work.
Growing muddle over
advice
The WHO and breast
feeding advocate La Leche
League are responding in
slightly different ways to
the exclusive-breastfeeding
study, done in Durban,
South Africa in 1999. In
light of it, the organizations
are either issuing highly
qualified advice, or in the
case of La Leche League,
withholding advice alto
gether.
Published in the British
medical
journal
The

Lancet, the study shook
long-held assumptions that
exclusive formula feeding where possible - was
preferable to breastfeeding
by HIV positive mothers.
Conducted by Dr. Anna
Coutsoudis, professor of
child
health
at
the
University of Natal, the
study found that exclusive
ly breastfed infants of HIV
positive mothers had a
lower risk of HIV infec
tion—perhaps as low as 4.5
percent-than infants fed a
combination of formula
and breast milk.
Immediately afterward,
UNICEF, UNAIDS and the
WHO jointly stated that the
findings did not warrant
encouraging
exclusive
breastfeeding in HIV-posi
tive mothers. They clarified
their position in October
2000,
recommending
exclusive breastfeeding for
HIV-negative mothers and
HIV-positive mothers who
could not afford to safely
sustain formula feeding.
"The main reason for
the recommendation to
exclusively breastfeed was
that the risk of infections
(other than HIV) was sig
nificantly lower," said Dr.
Jose Martines, World
Health Organization coor
dinator for infant and
neonatal health in a tele
phone interview from
WHO headquarters in
Geneva.

WHO waits for fur
ther research
The
WHO
has
approached the 1999 find
ings with hopeful caution,
noting that while the find
ings are promising, the
study is just a single, limit
ed study that has not yet
been substantiated by other
research.
"It is an area where
public policy decisions are
made with less information
than one would hope to
have," said Martines. "At
the same time," he said,
"we don't want to be too
slow when there is an
opportunity to save lives."
Their current guide
lines mention the Cout
soudis study but stop short
of endorsing it because it is
just a single, unconfirmed
study, Martines said. Two
ongoing studies are trying
to confirm Coutsoudis'
findings, he said.
The WHO guidelines,
last redrafted in October
2000, state that the risk of
breastfeeding transmission
is eliminated only when
HTV positive mothers ex
clusively formula feed their
infants where that is
"acceptable,
feasible,
affordable, sustainable and
safe." But while coming
down firmly on the side of
formula feeding under
ideal conditions, the WHO
also recognized that those
conditions
are nearly

impossible to meet in subSaharan Africa.
In reality, most mothers
in sub-Saharan Africa, HIV
positive or not, will breast
feed some of the time, said
Martines. "A woman in
extreme poverty would
have extreme difficulty to
be able to do what we call
replacement feeding be
cause she would have diffi
culty with access to milk,
with access to fuel, with
access to time to prepare
milk feeds and time to keep
utensils clean."
La Leche League
more receptive to study
La Leche League has
been more receptive to the
1999 findings.
An HIV-positive moth
er calling La Leche League
for advice would be in
formed of Coutsoudis' con
clusions, Huotari said. La
Leche League International
has expressed confidence
that Coutsoudis' con
clusions will be affirmed
by further research. Their
2001 statement expresses
concern over the "incom
plete understanding of the
risk of HIV transmission
through human milk." And
at La Leche's annual con
ference in San Francisco in
early July - for which the
theme was "Creating One
Breastfeeding World" Coutsoudis was a featured
speaker.
In July 2001, La Leche

League International failed
to endorse the WHO guide
lines, issuing a statement
that declined to make "a
recommendation
about
breastfeeding for HIV posi
tive mothers at this time
due to the inconclusive
nature of the research and
its various interpretations."
A co-founder of La
Leche League, Marian
Tompson, split off from the
group in 1998 to found a
new organization, AnotherLook, based in Illi
nois, to challenge the
assumption that mothers
transmit HIV through
breastfeeding.
"We realized that there
really wasn't any hard sci
ence backing up the recom
mendation that HIV posi
tive mothers should not
breastfeed/' Tompson said.
Tompson's group expresses
skepticism over whether
HIV can even be transmit
ted through breast milk, a
position the WHO brushes
off.
; "It is very clear that
there is no room for doubt
anymore, and there hasn't
been for quite a while,"
said Martines, confirming
the widely-held conviction
that breastfeeding can and
does transmit HIV. "The
information available is
overwhelming," he said.
Asjylyn Loder is a free
lance writer in New York.

Resource
Center for
Women
Course
Offerings
PINELLAS COUN
TY - With the motto,
“leading the way to
strength and independ
ence,” the Resource Cen
ter for Women offers sev
eral programs and services
to the community.
Among them: personal
growth workshops, career
development, parenting
education, computer labs,
community law work
shops, and GED pre-test
ing.
The Center’s mission
aims at assisting individu
als in achieving emotional
strength, self-sufficiency
and economic stability.
For the nearest pro
gram locations, call (727)
586-1110.
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WHAT YOU SEE IS
WHAT YOU GET.
Break away for a tasty Publix Deli Hot
Chicken Tender Sub. It all starts with a
freshly baked sub roll filled with juicy
chicken tenders double hand-breaded then
fried until light and crispy. Then add your
choice of fresh toppings and tangy BBQ,
buffalo or honey mustard sauce. This Publix
Deli exclusive raises the bar on delicious.
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